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Arch- deacbn of Cleveland. 5 
Theſe Queſtions, of the EY Importance to e- 


very ſincere Chriſtian, afe in this. Diſcourſe moſt rati- 
- onally ſolved. The Autho 


3 Dignitary 


of A EsTa3LismtD* Cnurcn,; hath 
not adopted the peculiar-Sentiments of any Sect; but 
founding his Arguments on the purt Principles of 
* thoſe Belas Rico ubs "from v the different 
83 of all Religion ſed to be 


Furtie, are ſuppo 
drawn, Addreſſes bimſelf, free from all Prejudice, to 
Fre Loyer'of the 98 e 9 : 
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7, though a Member and 


- DisCOURSE on 1 Q#zet3095, Wwar — 


s by 5 . 


be think proper,” 
„ as the ſentiments it 


perfettly agreeable to the native 
EE Tn: of the Gent, 1248. 
are \ 


bis friend, taken a very extenſive view of it. 
. Though the writer has freely examined ſome 7 
m faut of ChHuncn ConsEcxation," which 
Were pointed out to him-as advanced by a Neu. Gen- 
tleman om a late occaſon, yet bis work i by no' means 


5 Beſide the ation of his enquiring friend, be 
"nA 2 0 hed ts may the fullefl evidence in à matter 
BT If deemed, rf fame, to be of much importance In the 
">. therefore, of his diſqteifitions, the —_—_— - 
. luded to, as they have been Ne any Apo de 
8 dell have natur:lly full 
. A plain chriffian in js, about any 
1 9. would naturally c 
Aj be on faithful ricord'of the duc rie and pradiice of 
a | a  . Chrift and his-apoſttes,' and think himſe 
ANA _ bBeheving and prattifing what alone is there enjoined 
- _ \but the be traft and ambition of Pairs Ts have corru 
ed this purity of ſentiment ; and their Decrees ant 
Cifions hade 24 autboritatively ſet 
FLoſpel Church hiftory, which: 
| ſome, a monument of the withedneſs and vices of priefts, 
affords numberleſs proofs of the truth of this . ; 
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Wl The calamities; which flowed from She lh - N 
=o.” , avination, were ſeverely felt throughout Chriftendom'=—— 
| | church ammpaice and ſpinittal inurance, wamping 


5 1 and charity, oppreſſed 1 * 
_ 1 the human mind ; an 3 _ 0 
—_— - ſcribed all <o0bo & 4 to doubt or diſpute 9 3 
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e for many, that what. is. Schiſm "in one 
m, is eflabliſhed truth in another In @ 7 7 
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band of our gracious their common Dz- 
FENDER, If is true, . legiſlature hath, in 

juſtice and equity, given PROTESTANT Diss zu r- 

As @ legal: hf g withold themſelves frow the | 
communion of 'the eflabl; ſbed thurch ; indeed. that wery .. _ 
AUTHORITY, on which-the exiflence of the alli. 2 
ed church depends, hath taken their churches and the _. - 

worthip performed in them, under its care and protec- _ 
tion, It would, therefore, be ridiculouſly ignorant in _— 
1 Gp * 1 Schifin on account of their ke 


| af Fxcwred lament the fate B 2 

of TY ks. 7 ws been debaſed.. Super flition TIRE 

bs 7 +: allible men; and its _— ES FH 

riends cannot. reli .@ warn indignation at th 1 
e eubich the — 9 and ambitious have in- 
troduced into the pureft and moſt benevolent ſyſtem that — 
was ever divulged to manbind. Its dorines ſpeak  — 7 
_ -peace an good will among men Its practire makes 9 
u. happy bere, and conflitutes our blifs hereafter. And  .* 1 
"when the wworldly'abuſes, which have darkned and ij. 

Ho it, ſhall be removed, the happy influence of be 

[will be felt and acknowledged by all ; The reli- _ 
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SIR, | 
* RECEIVED a letter from you ſome time ago, re- 
1 quefting my thoughts upon the conſecration of 
Churches. You tell me, that immediately after the 
- conſecration of your new Church, a Sermon was 
| preached, the deſign of which was to prove the Di- 
vine original of this rite ; and that in this diſcourſe 
- ſome refleQtions of an offenſive nature were thrown 
upon Proteſtant Diſſenters ; in particular, that their 
W. ſeparation from the eſtabliſhed Church was branded 
2 with the name of Schiſm. With regard to theſe re- 
. flections you allege, I am apt to believe, they mult 
de ſouaded on a miſapprehenfion of the preacher's 
"_—_ - words. For I cannot allow my ſelf to think, that he 
would have uſed expreſſions, that might have the 
leaſt tendency to diſturb that perfedt harmony, which _ 
bas ſo long ſubſiſted between the members of the 
Eſtabliſhed Church, and the Proteſtant Diſſenters of 2 
Belfaſt. The diſt inction had entirely diſappeared in of 
that happy moderation, by which both profeſſions 
were equally diftinguiſhed. I cannot therefore bring . 8 
myſelf to believe that he would have payed ſo little "> 
| regard to common ſenſe, the manners of a gentleman, 3 
and the principles of a chriſtian, as to throw out re- 
3 SS flections 


4 
_ 
, 1 Ph F 


1 3 


% es that WED give the Diſſenters any juſt ground 


very firſt Sunday after he left you, and got 


of offence; becauſe of courſe it might endanger 4 
miſunderſtanding between them and their brethren. 


of the church ; for he could not but know, that re- 


| fleQtions iſſuing from a pulpit, ſoon become ſubjects 
of controverſy among the people. Therefore even 
in the abſence of a more generous principle, prudence 


would have guarded him from uſing the freedoms you 
mention. Beſides, if I am not miſinformed, your Diſ- 


ſenting congregations ſtrove with each other, which 


ſhould be moſt forward to accommodate him with a 
houſe, during the three years that he wanted a 


church. And can you poſſibly imagine, that the 


of his new church, he could think of abuſing you; 


no, it did not ly in his way, nor was it neceſſary 
to a conſecration ſermon. I therefore repeat it, you 
muſt be in a miſtake ; you have miſapprehended him, 
nnd upon comparing notes with other hearers, _ | 
will, perhaps, find that I am DR. | | 


'This, however, WE by it no way improper, that I 


diipleaſed at the freedom I muſt neceſſarily uſe in 


the diſcuſſion of this ſubject. You do not pretend to 


deſcribe nor even to know the form of conſecration 


character he bears, I preſume it was as much diveſt- 


ed of foppery, as ſuch a rite poſſibly could be.----A 
printed form however for the church of Ireland, you 


85 will had in their larger Prayer * and as being 


the 


” ; 


mould fo far comply with your requeſt, as to offer 
you my ſentiments concerning the Krabi " 
churches. I hope the gentleman who endeavoured to 

ſatisfy his audience, that it is of Divine original, 
and warranted by Divine authority, will nat be- 


uſed on that occaſion by your Biſhop. From the 


. « 4 
— - —— — — 


TR» 


thee. Hoek expreſly defines! for the cliurch. of thi 
enquiry keep it all 
along in my view by this all concerned will have it 
in their power to detect me, if I ſtrain its meaning, 


kingdom, I ſhall in the following 


or miſrepreſent its language. I the more willingly 


adhere to this public avowed form, as I ſind it con- 


tains all the topics enlarged upon by your preacher, 
in ſupport. of church conſecration. 


for the expiation of a church, after it has been deſe- 


crated by certain defilements—---Yet it is ſomewhat 
range, that an after-conſecration ſhould reſtore that 
. fanQity to a church, which a former could not pre- 


ſerve. But you will think it time I ſhould have done 
| with "oy — chink ſo too. | 


=” by confecriting” a church; Letbing a more was 


meant, than a conveyance of it from the Donor to a 
Pariſh for the purpoſe of divine worſhip, no ercept- “ 
on could be taken; this implies no myſtery, it is al- 


together a civil tranſaction. But ſomething, very dif- 
ferent from this, is ſuppoſed td be effected by this 


rite, namely, That it diffuſeth real ſanctity through 
the material building; that it conveys holineſs to the 


various utenſils employed in worſhip ; that it renders 


the worſhip itſelf acceptable to Ged. Theſe are the 


effeQs they aſcribe to the operations of this rite, as 
you were informed, by the diſcourſe you heard, 


and as you may alſo perceive, by looking into 
the conſecration ſervice. The virtues of which 


they ſuppoſe this rite poſſeſſed, are truly won- 


derful; but my animadverſions upon the abſurdities 


it contains, I reſerve to the concluſion of my letter. 
In the mean time, I ſhall examine the authorities 


which they — to ſupport i it, if theſe are good, 
A 2 our 


la the fame 
book, you will alſo find a method they have deviſed, 
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er objeQions- muſt be founded in 1 if 


bad, their rite muſt be the o 
I ſhall begin, where they do, at Jacob's pillar; this 
you tell me had the lead in the preacher's arguments. 


It muſt indeed be confeſſed, that his · church cannot 


be charged with ſingularity, in producing this in- 


ſtance as a warrant for church conſecration. We 


find in the Pagan churches of old, ftones were anoint- 


ed with. oil; and in particular, 9 


learn, that in the neighbourhood. of Delphos, there 
was a ſmall ſtone, on which they poured oil every 


day; and from the word Bethel, came the Betylia of 
the Heathens, a fart of rode ſtones, which they wor- 
| ſhipped as ſymbols of divinity. So that Jacob's pil- 


lar hath been of ſervice to more churches than one. 
It is however a little ſurpriſing, that with one con- 
ſent, they ſhould have all agreed, to ſelect this in- 


ſtance in preference to many others, to be met with | 
zn the Patriarchal age. Noab, Abraham and Iſaac 
had erected altars prior to this one ſet up by Jacob; 


theſe, as being of greater antiquity, ought rather to 


have been pleaded as more in point. But if you will 
attend to one circumſtance, it will explain the myſ- 
tery. Of the former it is only ſaid, they built altars., 


Jacob not only built, but anvinted his. Now in the 


act of anointing, the Patriarch is ſuppoſed, by oil as 


the medium, to have communicated certain virtues to 


his pillar ; hence no doubt it hath been honoured 
with the firſt place, in their arguments for church 
- conſecration. Could the venerable Patriarch have 
foreſeen the ſuperſtitions, which in after ages would 


be erected upon his pillar, I am ann he would 
never ere ſet it up. : : 


i thoſe days, the worſhip of God was 3 


fspring of ſuperſtition. $ 


© moaned, 


— 


VVV 
honourable, and the mode of expreſſing it was na- 
tural. It conſiſte d in preſenting the Almighty, with 
à part of their ſubſtance, as an acknowledgment to 


him, from whom they derived the whole: I aroſe 
from gratitude, the genuine principle of true devoti- .. 
on. For the purpoſe of preſenting their offerings, 


they erected altars compoſed of ſuch rude materials 
as the ſpot afforded. ' They were determined in the 


choice of the place, by ſome fiznal manifeſtation, ei- 
ther of the preſence of God, or by ſome remarkable 
bleſſings received from him. This is the plain ac- | 


count of altars under the Patriarchal diſpenſation. 


As to their form of conſecration, I confeſs my igno- 
rance; beſides the fimple appropriation of them to 


ga religious uſe, I know of none; and even for this, 


they had no other form, but that of preſenting their 


offerings upon them, as ſoon as they were erected; a 


practice which, you know, would not be permitted 


in our modern churches, for no worſhip can be per- 


formed in them, till _ are brſt prepared for it * 


5 conſecration. 


But to return to Jacob; the caſe was ſhortly this. 


By his fathers direction he ſet out for Padan-aram, 


the place of his grandfather's reſidence, and overtaken 


dy the night, he laid himſelf down to fleep ; during 
| which, he was favoured with an extraordinary mani- 


ſeltation of the Divine preſence. In the morning, 


he ſaid, © Surely the Lord is in this place,” and in 


alluſion to the ladder which appeared to- him reach- 


© ing from earth to heaven, This is none other, faid 


he, but the houſe of God, this is the gate of heaven.” 

Eager to expreſs his acknowledgment, for the glori- 
ous manifeſtation vouchfafed to him, he immediately 
eres an altar, aud preſents God with an offering of 
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a. Some time 9 he. returned to Bethel, 
and in the place where he talked with God, he ſer 
up a pi/ler, © Even a pillar of ſtone : And he poured 
2 drink-offering thereon, and he poured oil there- 
on f. On both occaſions, we find, that Jacob, in 
; conformity to the mode of external worſhip which 
prevailed in that age, made an altar, and preſented 


on it offerings to God. We have no intimation that, 


for the purpoſe of rendering them acceptable, he 


previouſly ditfuſed holineſs through the material ſub- | 
ſtance of the altar: Should it be alleged, that this 
was effected by the oil, and the water. Why 


do-not our church digniteries pour oil and water up- 


while they plead the authority of Jacob, they actual- 
iy reverſe his method. He did not pretend (by any 
acc of his) to make the place in which he worſhip- 
ped holy, but he worſhipped in it, becauſe the pre- 
ſence of God was there viſibly manifeſted. He call- 
ed it the houſe of God, and the gate of Heaven, be- 


ore he ſet up the pillar or poured oil upon it. Our 
cChurches on the contrary, are not the houſes of God, 
nor the gates of Heaven, till our Biſhops have made 


them ſo, If they will bring in Jacobs practice to 


countenance theirs ; I think it would be but decent, 


to keep to his method alſo. But this, though a piece 
of ſtrict juſtice, would not ſo well have anſwered the 
views of the prieſthood, The excluſive privilege, of 
communicating ſanctity to churches, being veſted in 
Biſhops, could not fail of creating a _ venerati- 
on for the gt themſelves. 


Having made theſe few remarks upon the 3 
er's 


» Gen. a8. + Gen. 35 


on their churches alſo? But you are to obſerve, that 


. 
. ö 
| 


be worſhipped here, there, or any where. In places 
indeed, where he manifeſted a more immediate pre- 
ſence, or in any remarkable manner diſplayed his be- 


er firſt argument, 1 may et it and. 25 
c 


You tell me, that he inſiſted upon the 8 
of the tabernacle, and the dedication of the temple, | 


as warrants that ſufficiently authoriſed the rite of | 


church confecration. | 


1 muſt be allowed, that e the ein e 
ſation, but not before, conſecration was introduced. 


Tet it is ſurpriſing, chat a chriſtian preacher, ſhould 


propoſe to eſtabliſſi the rites of a chriſtian church, 
upon the authority of a diſpenſation, which now doth 

not exiſt: But of this a little more hereafter. The 
preſent argument, even ſuppoſing the Jewiſh law un- 


repealed, and ſtill in force, will not be found to 
give the leaſt countenance to conſecration, as prac- 
tiſed in the chriſtian church, This. I ſhall endeavour 


to make appear, and I hope to your ſatisfaction. 


In the Patriarchal age, we read of no tabernactes, 


temples, churches. or chappels ; the fimplicity of 
' theſe times, could furniſh out no idea of the magni- 


ficent buildings, within which the preſence of the 
Almighty was to be confined in after times. The 


Holy men of this early age ſeem not to have enter- 


tained the moſt.diſtant apprehenſion, that the Father 
of the univerſe, might not, with equal acceptance, 


nignity, they, erected altars, and called upon his 


name; but to theſe occaſional ſpots, they aſcribed no 
permanent holineſs. The unbounded univerſe, they 
| ——— as the ar of 2 ; and, inde- 


pendent 


_. ſublime ſentiments which the venerable Patriarchs 


610) 


in which there would be a ſad degeneracy from theſe 


entertained. 


Their deſcendants, reſcued from the hand of op- 


preſſion, were led out of Egypt by the power of the 


Almighty. They were indeed grateful for their de- 
liverance, but their ſouls were debaſed by the ſu- 
perſtitions of the land they had left. In the ſecond 
year from their entering the wilderneſs, as a pre- 
ſervative againſt idolatry, it became neceſſary to e- 
rect a tabernacle ; which, ſome time after their eſta- 
bliſhment in the promiſed land, was ſucceeded by 


the more magnificent ſtructure of a fixed temple, To 


me it is not clear, that God commanded the one,. or 
the other ; that he permitted both is certain ; as alſo 


that Moſes was directed to ſanctify the one as Solo- 
mon was permitted to dedicate the other. From | 
theſe twe precedents, our prieſthood contend for the 


neceſſity of church conſecration, and, indeed, they 
are the chief arguments, on * they ſeem to reſt 


their cauſe. 


Now let us ORD that they are dead nd ſuffici- 
ent authority for our Biſhops to conſecrate their 
places of worſhip: Then even by themſelves it muſt. 
de allowed, that in performing the ſervice, they 


ought to adhere to the patterns from which they 
claim their right. I will not be ſo rigorous as to in- 


ſiſt upon their churches being built, and furniſhed, 
after the manner of the tabernacle or temple. But | 


150 upon this, we have a right to inſiſt, That in conſe- 
crating their Places of worſhip, they 8 conform | 
. . to 


. ſituation, they pefformed ade 
of religious worſhip. But the time was approaching, 
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that theſe things were appropriated to the. ſervice 


( n ) i | 
10 the. meaning and dess ef Maſe and. Els, 
in conſecrating theirs. , Unleſs this conformity is 
obſerved, they derive no authority, no countenance 
from them at all. What correſpondence there is, 
between the one practice and the other, will beſt 5 | 
| pear 2 each. - 


Moſes, as commanded, by God, did hallow the ta- 
bernacle, aneify the altar, and the various utenſils. 
to be employed in the. ſervice. Now the queſtion 
is, What ideas do we find annexed to theſe terms ; 
under the Jewiſh law? Do they denote an infuſion ) "Ml 
of ſanQity into the things they are applied to? No, | 
not à hint in the whole Bible to countenance this 
_ ſuppoſition. | The truth is, the Hebrew root, which 2 
ſigniſieth to ſanctiſy or Ballou, denotes the action of f 

ſetting ſomething apart for God *. As expreſſive of 17" 
this, we find it applied not only to perſons, but to 3 


— 
3 


« „ Ar 1 
- Wh br — — . 
- 1 
rs * ; 


1 — 


times, places and things. In this ſenſe, the fabry-, * 
nacle and temple, the ſabbaths and Jewuiſb feftivals, | if 
the ar, the golden table, xc. were ſaid to be hallow-. | 4y 
ed, ſanQtifed and made holy, thereby meaning only, * 


have underſtood the language he ſpoke, and to have 
uſed it in the ſenſe underſtood by the people, his 
conſecration of the tabernacle was a very ſimple 
affair. The whole action conſiſted, in appropriating a a 
houſe, erected by the voluntary contribution of the 
people; to the ſervice of God. Maſes was command. : «5 
ed to do this, and F — "4 


and worſhip of God. Now if we allow Moſes to |. 1 
; 


The dedication of the comple was, if poſſible, more | 
&mple ſtill. It was not by anointing, as that of the 

_ tabernacle, . 

” "Richie 6s Havel. bea 1. Part 3. 
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| 1 3 and the heads of the tribes. The ſervice indeed on 
1 this occaſion was ſplendid and magnificent almoſt be- 


j not to infuſe holineſs into the temple,” but to cele- 
#5 brate the holineſs of the Almighty. But we ate told 
| of his conſecration prayer ; what is moſt abſurdly 


the pureſt benevolence, he devoutly addreſſed 
f | . the Almighty, that he would graciouſly hear every 
9 1 | worſhipper of his name, that ſhould worſhip in, or 


. the N but all the a of Iſrael. 


co an agreement with that, practiſed under the old diſ- 
penſation, either as to the manner or defign, you 
= | will be much e TOM obeys intention 


He ſet apart the temple, as Mo/es had done the ta- 
bernacle for the'purpoſe of religious worſhip *; and 
be did this, not by previouſly. communicating fanQity 
to the houſe ; but by immediately entering on the 
' temple ſervice, attended with the elders of Iſrael 


MW Fond conception: But it was not performed in ho- 
1 Nour of the houſe, but in honour of God. It was 


; ; 1 gaulled a conſecration prayer, is perhaps one of the 
= IS nobleſt addreſſes that ever was preſented at the 
A throne of God. Solomon kneeled before the altar; 


not one ray of holineſs did he implore for it; but 
with uplifted hands, in the moſt exalted ſtrain of 


towards this houſe f. Then he aroſe and bleſſed, 


% | . 1 83 now ſolicit vom 0 to the canis 5 
va : tion of our modern temples. If you expect to find = 


| 21 1 Kings chap ©: : 
+ The temple was dignified by a viſible and per- 


or if at a diſtance, towards this houſe. 


manent manifeſtation of the Divine preſence, hence 
the reaſon of the people being directed to worſhip in, 


5 1 130 
of Moſer and Sabmen, was to appropriate their houſes 


— 


to the purpoſe of public worſhip. Ho far this fim- 
plicity is maintained in the conſecration form of our 


church, I leave you to collect from the following de- 
ſeription, for the truth of which, I appeal to the 
Diatcroay rox THe ConsEcraTIiON on 
Doic arion or Cuvunxcnues and CHarPeLs 


accorbincG To THe Ussz or THE CHURCH 
or InazLandD. When a church is to be conſe- 


* crated, at an appointed day, the Biſhop, with a 


convenient number of his clergy (of which the 
„Dean or Arch-deacon to be one) and the Chancel- 


lor of the dioceſs and his regiſter ſhall come be- 


© tween the hours of eight and ten in the morning; 
« and when they are near, the bell is to ring, till 


© they be entered into the church appointed to be 


© conſecrated. Firſt; the Biſhop and his clergy to- 


gether with the. Patron, or his deputy, ſhall go 
4 round about the czmetery, or church yard; which 


| « gone, the Biſhop, and his clergy ſhall enter into 


„the church, at the Weſt door, the Patron and the 
„people ſtanding without while the Biſhop and 


© Prieſt do yeſt themſelves in their reſpective eccle- 


« ſiaſtick habits. When they are veſted, they ſhall 
„ Lneel down in the body of the church, with their 


- « faces to the Eaſt, and ſay together, &c.-—--Then 


riſing up they ſhall go together to the Weſt door, 
4% and the Dean or Arch-deacon on one hand, and 


E the. Chancellor on the other, ſhall bring the Patron 
to the threſhold of the Weſt door, and preſent 


im to the Biſhop, who ſhall thus ſay to him, &c.--- 
<< The Patron ſhall anſwer, or ſome of the clergy, at 


is requeſt and appointment ſhall anſwer for him, 
8 — Then ſhall the Patron kneel down and re- 


4 _ceive the Biſhops 2 &c ac. The Patron ariſ- 


hw 


— read publickly 3 | 
done, all may enter into the church: Then ſhall 
the Biſhop, attended by his clergy, kneel in the 
© dody of the church, before the chancel door, at a 
convenient diſtance, upon a footſtep raiſed higher 
than the floor, and ſhall ſay, &c.—— The Biſhop 
* and congregation riſing from their knees, the Bi- 
* ſhop attended by his clergy, ſhall go in proceſſion 
round about the church within, and fay this hymn 
_ © alternately, &c.-——-Then ſhall the Biſhop go to 
* the, vault appointed in the church for the burial 
place, incaſe there be any, or elſe ſtanding in the 
* moſt open pavement of the church, the Arch-dea- 
con ſhall read; &c.— The Biſhop ſtanding in the 
* fame place ſhall pray, &c.-----The Biſhop with 
the clergy attending, ſhall go to the font, and the 
« yerger or clerk, preſenting pure water to him, he 
„ fhall pour the water into the font. The _ 
* | Prieft read this leſſon, c. The. Biſhop'pray, &c 
ben the Biſhop ſhall go, attended as before, to 
„dhe pulpit, and laying his hand upon it, ſhall ap- 
point one of the prieſts to read the following leſſon, 
e. The Biſhop pray.----The Biſhop and clergy 
* ſhall go towards the chancel, the doors of which 
1 being ſhut, he ſhall ſtand there, and with the prieſts 
*<,ecite this hymn alternately, &c.----—The doors be- 
being opened, the Biſhop with his clergy ſhall en- 
* ter, and aſcend to the communion table, and ſitting 
in a Chair on the ſouth fide of it, ſhall appoint the 
Dean or Arch-deacon to read, &c.-----The Biſhop 
_ ** arifing from his chair, ſhall kneel before the 


N aur, or communion table, and ſay, &c.——Then 
66 the 


* 


ment, ſhall bring the carpet, the communion-cloth, 
and napkins, the chalice, paten, and other veſſels, 


* bly preſenting them on their knees to God, the Bi- 
_ © to the Deacon, to be laid orderly on the commu- 6 


oc -Biſhop returning to the altar, ſhall with reverence 


And with thy ſpirit.” Then follow thee prayers, 
to which the Biſhop adds a prayer of a St. Clements. 


it be entered into the regiſtry, and an act made of 
<< an anathematiſm ſhall be read by him and his hee. | Fs ; 4 
guy, alternately, all ſtanding up.------Then ſhall U 


"of conſecration. 


| houſe, thus conſecrated, was intended for a place of 


| 0 15 ) | | j wy 1 
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ting covered, ſome perſons, by the Patrons appoint- | | , 


books and utenſils for the communion, and hum- 
* ſhop ſhall receive them ſeverally, and deliver them ; 


nion table ; excepting only the chalice and the pa- 
© ten, which two prieſts ſhall (when the table is co- 
, yered) humbly on © als knees lay upon it. The 


« and ſolemnity (his face being to the eaſtward) lay | 
* his hands upon the plate, and ſay this prayer ſtand 

* ing, &c.---T he Biſhop ſhall go to the north fide of | 
© the holy table, and turning to the people ſhall ſay, 1 
* The Lord be with you,” to which they reply, "0 


The Biſhop ariſing, ſhall fit in his chair, at 
** the South end of the holy table, and being con, 

„ vered, ſhall cauſe the Chancellor to read the in- 
* ftrument of conſecration, and give command that 


* it, in perpetuam rei memoriam After which, 


© the Biſhop conclude with an acclamation, the cler- 
« oy anſwering — So ends our bleſſed rigp 


From this deſcription, given you verbatim * | 
their directory , could you poſſibly imagine, that a 


B achriſtian 
* Sec Folio Edition printed by Grierſon, 1766. - 


5 £ f 
chriſtian worſhip? No, I am perſuaded, you a 


not think it was deſigned either for the worſhip of 3 
chriſtian or « Jew. - You might poſſibly think it 
.- Hliker the ſervice performed in the Pantheon of anci- 

ent Nome, where they had all the gods and goddeſſes | 


of the empire collected together. You might alſo be 
trongly tempted to ſuſpect, that our church had 
- borrowed their bowings, kneelings, turaings, move- 
ments and poſitions, from the religious ſervice prac 


tiſed in the Pantheon, which, from the multitude er 


_ 'Uivinities worſhipped there, muſt have been exceed 
ingly various, Whatever you may think as to this, 
one thing you muſt clearly perceive, that odr mo- 


dern conſecration form, bears not the leaſt reſem- 


blance to the practice of Moſes, or that of Solomon. 


But if from the ſurface, we look into the ſubſtance 


_ of our lriſn form, we ſhall difcover 2 more ſhocking 


difcordaney-ftill-—-We do not find that Moſes or So- 


=; boni in dedicating their places of worſhip, uſed any 


They did not ſay as the latter do, © Bleſſed ſpirit 
' ſend down upon this place, thy ſanctifying power 


1 and grace, and communicate to it effuſions of thy 
3 holineſs.“ Neither did they Zo to the laver, as 
tte Biſhop doth to the font, and pray as he doth, 


O eternal God, ſanctify the water which thou haſt 
, ordained for the ical waſhing away of fin.” 
3 Neither did they pray over the places of reading and 


*Krponnting the law, as the Biſhop doth over the 


reading deſk ang pulpit.-----We have no account of 
their praying over the baſons, diſhes, cups and other 
veſſels of the tabernacle or temple---—And fo far 


from going to the pavement. to pray over burial 


ground, no ſueh ground was — in, or near 
their 29855 of OTE | 


expr effions” fimilar to thoſe uſed by our Biſhops. | 
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eſtabliſhed church, in claiming a warrant from pre- 


7 rived it. 


in exact conformity with that of Moſer, or that of 


and the poſitive. inſtitutions of the former, were to, ID f 
de of no authority under the latter. It is unneceſſi DY 


-to manner or intention, between our modern conſe- 
eration rite, and the practice either of Moſer or - 
been. I am inclined to think, that the legiſlator of T 

- the Hebrews, and the king of Iſrael, would have re- 


upon the ſuppoſition, that theſe precedents remain 
in force, and that the old law is ſtill unxepealed. 
Though this is making as large an allowance as the 


| Teaſt countenance to their mode of conſecration; nay, 
it is utterly diſclaimed, as totally unknown to that 


| ſhadow of authority. For that diſpenſation no Jong- 
er exiſts. It was expreſly aboliſhed by the ſame = 
authority that ſet it up. The Jewiſh ritual, upon 0 2 


8 I" © 


Dy ads a yew will n — 
vinced, that there is not the leaſt affinity, either as . <2 F 


probated their proceedings, as the offspring of ido- 


Now, what can we, what ſhould we think of nr 


cedents, with which they have not the Re to 
3 the leaft reſemblance 1 EY 


You may obſerve, that I 83 * . a 8 7 . 


church could require, yet you ſee it gives not the 
dif 3 from which they; * to have de- 
But * though their praQice 1 it is . 


Solomon : Yet neither would this give it even the 0 3 8 


the introduction of the goſpel, was diſſol ved for ever; 


ry to enlarge upon this: Vet, is it not amazing, SJ 1370 A 

| B 2 ac e 
5 2 COL, 
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x chriſtian prieſthood, ſhould have recourſe to an old 
| abrogated fyſtem of rituals, to authoriſe the-ceremo- 
ies they introduce into chriſtian charches ; a ſyſt em, 
.- with which they have no more connection, than 
with the ritual of China, or that of the Moſque. If 
they pretend ſuch a veneration for Jewiſh ceremo- 
nies, why do they not tranſlate more of them into 
their ſervice; for if they ought to uſe one rite, by 
the ſame rule, "they ought to uſe them all. In par- 
_ ticular, at the conſecration of their churches, why 
do they not, as So/pmon' certainly did, at the dedicati- | 
on of the temple, ſacrifice twenty two thouſand oxen, 
and one hundred and twenty thouſand ſheep ®, and 
© have they not an hundred and twenty found- 
| Ing with trumpets t? 
1 1 bope it now fully appears to you, that our church 
_ conſecration rite receives no countenance, derives no 
authority, either from the Patriarchal or Moſaick diſ- 
penſation. I now proceed to that DpisyENSATION 
to which the preacher ought moſt religiouſly to have 
- Confined his attention, and from which he ought to 
have produced all his authorities. As the goſpel 
bas ſuperſeded the Jewiſh, and every other diſ- 
penſat ion that preceded it; as it contains the whole 
will of God reſpecting faith and practice; as it is 
declared to be of perpetual obligation to the end of 
the world, of courſe, nothing can be urged, as ne- 
ceſlary to bb believed or practiſed, but what is con- 
tained therein. If church conſecration is neceſſary 
to the acceptable performance of divine worſhip, 
then it was as neceſſary expreſly to ordain it, as to ex- 
plain the nature of the worſhip itſelf : For to little 
* — * taught wherein the latter doth 


conſſt. 


91 1 Kings viii. 63. 12 Chron. 1. l. 


— 


| "0: ) | 
- can if for its acceptance it was to depend upon 


ſomething, of which he did not chuſe to give us in- 


formation. I therefore affirm, Thar if. conſecration 
is neceſſary, either for the purpoſe of giving ſanQity 
to churches, or for rendering worſhip acceptable to 

God, there muſt be a command in the goſpel appoint- 
ing itz or what is equivalent, it muſt be authoriz- 


- ed by the practice of Jefus and his apoliles. 8 


Now the queſtion turns upon this point 
find in the New Teftament 4 command, - 3 
or an example, authorifing the confeeration of 


Churches? You tell me that the preacher was er- 


ceedingly ſparing of his arguments from this quar- 
ter; he produced but one, and it was the prefence 
of Jeſus at the feaſt of dedication. 1 with ke had re- 


eonſidered this matter, before he gave it a place a- 


mong his arguments; for ſhould it be allowed, that 


this feaſt was of divine appointment, Mil] it was not 


2 Chriſtian, but a Jewiſh inftitution, with which we 


have no manner of concern, for the reaſons already 
aſſigned. But he ought ta have known, that this 


feaſt, which he ſuppoſes to have been countenanced 
by Jeſus, was of meer human invention. It was ap- 
pointed neither by Moſes nor Soloman, nor by any 
' other, in virtue of a commiſſian from God. It was 
inſtituted by the authority of Juda: Maccabeus v, 
and by him, ordained to be kept yearly for the 
ſpace oft eight days, in commemoration of his having 
recovered the city, rebuilt the altar, and reſtored. 


the temple worſhip. This you will find to be the 


origin of the dedication feaſt ; from which you may 
perceive, that it was not of Divins, but military ex- 
traction. To this the preacher may reply. The pro- 
- B 3 + C. ſeſſion 

: „ Maccab, & » Maccab, | 


=”. 
_ 


= N to death 
1d have found that Jeſus was not ce- 


by his canſecration rite the leaſt aſſiſtance. 


5 


— of Maccabeus is nothing to the point ; the 
preſence of Chriſt gave the ſanQion, upon which we 
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inſilt. But where does he find that our Saviour 


being in the temple on that eccafion, was on pur- 
pole to "countenance. this rite? Is it ſaid, that he 


went to celui brate the feſtival ? No, only that during 


the celebration, he was walking in Solomon's 


The converſation, in which we find him engaged 
with the Jews there, would incline us to 


think, that 
he had rather diſeountenanced, than app 
this feaſt ; for he was obliged to flee, to prevent his 


N RE but preaching to the people ; that 
he was not eſtabliſhing a precedent for church con- 
ſecration, but inſtructing the multirude concerning 


His own character and miſſion. 80 that this argu= 
ment, you may perceive, was juſt as good as none. = e 


We may therefore diſmiſs it as utterly incaps 


Auctrine or pradiice of *. 2 


With regard 10 the firſt, We find, that as oe 
caſion offered, he did in a very pointed manner de- 


clare again all ideas of local ſanctity. Between the 


Jews and Samaritans there had long fubliſted an ob- 
ſtinate conteſt : God 
ſhould be worſhipped on mount Geriaim, the other, 


"The one maintained, That God 
That he could be worſhipped at Feruſalem only. 


Woman, believe me, 


„John x. 22. 


- Lat vs woe. enquire If It was countenanced by tha 


Jeſus, in his converſation with the Samaritan woman, 
thus reſolves the caſe. - 
. * the bour cometh, when ye thall bac in this 


roved of 
Had he attended to this 


— 
— ——UÜ —ä—— — 
— 
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„ mountain, nor- yet at Jeruſalem uni the ra- 
ther As he equally declared agaiaft both places, 8 
do we find, that he pointed out any other, either al -! 
ready conſecrated, or, by his direction, thereafter to 
. . beſo? No, as to places, not à word. 


— — — 
— — — — 
— 


pous rite, which directly tends to create a perſuaſion, 
that it derives. its efficacy from the ſanctity of places. 
Jeſus repreſented the Father of the univerſe as every 


] ( 


cometh, ſaith he, and now is, when the true wor- 


ſhippers fhall worſhip they father in ſpirit and in 


truth, for the father ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him +.” 


Here is a plain declaration, that under the goſpel, 
the worſhip. of God was to derive its value, not from 
he place of the worſhipper, but from the-temper of 
His mind. We cannot therefore but think, that it 
would be infinitely more becoming in the church, 

to inculcate this upon their hearers as the juſt idea 


of Divine worſhip, than to amuſe them with a pom- 


where preſent, and as ready to hear every worſhipper 


| J that worſhips him in ſpirit and in truth: He fixed no 


ST as to 1 85 or fituation. 


His practice was conſiſtent with what he taught. 


In a great variety of places we find him employed in 
 aQs of public worſhip ; ſometimes he afſembled his 
hearers on a mountain, ſometimes by the ſea-ſide, 
"ſometimes in a ſhip, and often in private houſes. 


On theſe occaſions he performed acts of religious wor- 
ſhip, but among theſe acts, the rite of conſecration 
is not to be found. Often he met with kis audience 


in the temple. Should it be alledged that this: was 


conſecrated to his hand; I add, that much oftner he 


taught them in the ſynagogues which were not con- 
— did he ſupply this defeft * he hat 


lo 
7 iv. 21. 4 Pha! ir. 23. 


**. The hour 
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| houſs n of = 
ſupper ) Quy church, by wax of eainence, calls this a _ 
_ great, and an excellent myſtery ; then it might have 
bee expected, that Jeſus would, at leaſt, have conſe- 
| crate} the houſe ia_which. it was. to be celebrated. 
| Yet we find, ihat great and excellent as this myſtery 
eng e err mus ran 
this + vas no more conſecrated than the 


houſe in ch 1 am now writing. If this rite = 2 
neceſſary, or even decent, can we ſuppoſe that 


Jeſus would have omitted it? Was he leſs concerned 
about the requiſites of public worſhip, than the Bi- 
ſhops. of our church? .We would be almoſt temp- 


ted to think this was their opinion; if it is not 


their opinion: Upon what do they found their rite ? 
It is a perfeQ novelty, compared with the practice 
of Jeſus. It is truly amazing, that this ſhould not 
have occurred to them. You may now be convinced, 


that the practice of Chriſt is as unfavourable to their 4 


conſecration * as his doctrine. 


Bat I muſt next e chat! it is * 3 
bated by a declaration he made, extending to the 


whole chriſtian world. Wu IAI TWO o 
THREE ARE "CATHBRED "TOGETHER IN MY 


Nauz, THERE AM III THE Misr OF 
THEK | The declaration of our prieſthood runs 
in a very different ſtile; were two or three thouſand. , 
met in their churches, Chriſt will not be in the midſt 
of them, unleſs firſt conſecrated. by Biſhops. Yet, 
according to his promiſe, wherever, through the wide 
extended univerſe, two or three meet in his name, 
. | Ds. 

: | * Match, zrii 20. | — — 
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he will bleſs them with his hs: Upon this . 
CATx we found our acts of public worſhip; and 
with pity and contempt we reject the ſoppery of 


human inventions ; foppery. is indeed but a ſoft name 


for practices that would narrow the enlarged liber- 
al plan, upon er COIN CIT SO CON by 
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the ACCEPance of Divine worſhip. -- 


I muſt be excuſed if here I uſe ſome liberty with 
our Service Book. It ought not to be taken amiſs, 


for in that book great liberty is taken with this pro- 
miſe made by Jeſus to the chriſtian world. In place 


of wur ng two or three are gathered together, as 
you have it very juſtly tranſlated in your Bible. 
They make their book ſay, Wu x two or three 
are gathered, &c.” For the truth of this, I refer 


you to the concluſion of their morning and evening 
prayers in the Liturgy. Whether this proceeded 
from neglect or deſign, I will not pretend to ay: 
dut one thing is obvious, by ſubſtituting vuben in 
place of where, the promiſe becomes not inconſiſtent 
vith the pretenſion, that in their conſecrated churches 
; only, God could be acceptably worſhipped. But by 
retaining the word waz RE, then two or three 
worſhippers, met in the name of Jas vs, conſti- 
tuted a chriſtian church, W of W 
tion or any rite whatever. | 


| Fro what bes Se aid, 11 it ie eons 


that our church conſecrations have no warrant either 


from the teaching, or practice of Chriſt; on the 
contrary, they appear to be abſolutely inconſiſtent 

_. with both, and utterly repugnant | to that e 
ef worſhip be enjoined. '' © E 
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= 6 concerning. the pry 


We di chat 8 diſciples were ſeat forth at 


one time, and a little after, ſeventy more, inveſt- 


ed with a commiſſion to preach the goſpel. The in- 


1 the charge rendered it abſo- | 


lutely neceſſary, 


e to this going forth, 
they ſhould be fully i 


ructed in the nature and ex- 


tent of their commiſſion. As their practice was ta 
Hecome an. example. to .after-ages, it was highly 


expedient that Jefus ſhould be ex licit with them. 


He was ſo in the fulleſt manner. j he commiſſion to f 


the ER. you have in the 10th of St. Matthew; that 
given to the ſeyenty, in the 10th of St. Luke. Io 


ſubſtance they were the ſame. They were ordered to 
gy 29 into towns and cities, and into ſuch houſes as would 


om of Heaven. 


receive them, and preach the kjngd 


The '« "manner. alſo in. which they were to conduct 
themſelves, both with regard to "thoſe who ſhould 
receive, and thoſe who ſhould reject them, he alſo 
| deſcribes. In a word, their commiſſion comprehend- 
i * and 7 cy expreſſed, every particular ne- 


ceſſar y 
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FE TIO is 23 * 
—— with which thay were charged: 
Bur in that commiſſion,” do we find an appointment 
for conſeermting places of worſhip ? No, not s ſen- 
| tence to that purpoſe; not a hint that will bear = 


conſtruction that points at it. Yet ſurely, if ſuch a 
rite was to be of neceſſary obſervance in the chriſti- 
an church, this was the time for its being expreſly 
appointed. Theſe men, by the authority committed: 
to them, were to plant a variety of churches. in dif- 
'Þ Nothing can be more 
 unaccountable, than ther Jeſus ſhould give them no - 
information about this rite, if the worſhip they were 


ta perform, was to find no acceptance without it, or 
if even the want of it, would render it in any mea- 


ſure defeQive. Jeſus certainly inftrufted his diſci- 


ples in all the requiſites efſential-to worſhip z and-as,, 
this rite is; not 10 be found among theſe he tanght, 


: we wut conclude, ther © me of bis appointment. . 


"Lam * if theſe Toda he fat. 
__ did of themſelves afterwards introduce it. 


qualified, by the promiſed effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt, 
for the full execution of that important truſt com- 


- mitted to their charge. Both to-Jews and Gentiles, 


they preached in the name of Jeſus, and, for the pur- 


teachers, and, as circumitances permitted, they re- 


viſited theſe infant ſeminaries of the chriſtian faith. 3 


In the a of the a pollles we ha ve an accotnt of- 
the _ in _— they * _ for public 7. 
; 'P 


- 


Soon after the aſtenfoes: of cligit Lars, they: = ES 


poſe of ſpreading his religion, they ſeparated ;: took 
different roads; formed-chriſtian ſocieties ;. appointed . 
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Their. frſt EI was at Jockin i in an 
1 | n Their next was, probably, in the 

| + ſame houſeF. Then we are told that daily in the 
* 2 and in every houſe they ceaſed not to teach 
* preach Jeſus Chriſt 1. Peter preached to a con- 
gregation in the houſe of Cornelius 3. At Theſſa- 
lonics and Berea, Paul taught in the ſynagogues l. 
At Corinth, in*the houſe of Juſtus, where he con- 
tinued à year and fix months. At Epheſus, in 
the ſchool of Tyrannus FF. At Troas he taught in 
an upper chamber J. And for two whole years he 


Fd 


, no man forbidding him, in his own hired 
* fo houſe ar Rome Il. And in the ſame city he had a 
4 church in the houſe of Aquila and Priſcilla oe = 
\ Theſe are among the principal places in which the © 12 


_ apoſtles aſſembled for the purpoſe of worſhip. Do 
1 5 we find that in all, or in any of them, they per- 
+ formed this conſecration rite? I have referred you to 
I chapter and verſe,” that you may judge for yourſelf, 
= whether any thing is exprefſed or implied, in text or 
08 context, from which it can be inferred, that they did 


5 conſecrate the houſes in which they worſhipped. 
No; were you to accompany them through the 
= whole of their travels, from the date of their. com- 


miſſion, to the expiration of their lives, you would | 
find in their practice no rite ſimilar to our modern 

conſecration, nothing, that in name, or in kind, 
bears the leaſt affinity to it. And as they themſeſyes 
obſerved no ſuch rite, ſo they gave no inſtructions 

5 . | 
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2 appointed to ſuperintend the churches they had 

z .not one word concerning this rite is to be 
"found in the epiſtles they addrefſed to them. The 
thought that truck rhe preacher, ſeems. never 
R that it would tend to im- 
* preſs an audience with religious awe. On the con- 


trary, they taught, this could ariſe only from juſt 


ſentiments of God impreſſed upon the ſoul. They 
never thought of borrowing aſſiſtance from conſe- 
crated walls and altars, to excite devotion in their 
hearers. This their maſter and they laboured to 
awaken, by repreſenting the great object of worſhip 
as a ſpirit; and as pleaſed with that worſhip only, 
n ffered to him in un andi eryth, | & 


It now, I 33 fully appears to you, that this rite 
of church Tonſecration, hath neither a precept, nor 
an example in the goſpel to authoriſe it 3 not one word 
is to be found concerning it. in the New Teſtament, 
not a hint from which it can be inferred. On the 
_ contrary, all ideas of local ſanctity are moſt pointed- 
I condemned and reprobated by the doctrine and 
practice of Chriſt and his apoſtles. 'Fhey conſtantly 
taught, that worſhip was to derive its value and -ac- 
ceptance, not from the place of the worthippers, 
but entirely from the temper of their minds. The 
time is now come, when God is to be worſhipped, 
neither on mount Gerizim, nor yet at "Feruſalem; 
the hour now is, when the true worſhippers, muſt 
worſhip the Father in ſpirit and in truth.” No reſer- 
vation is made in favour of conſecrated temples, 
Churches or chappels. Where two or three are ga- 
chered together in the name of Chriſt, he will be in 
the midſt JEL them. | | 
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N Hebe we POD cloſe the argument ; for Ibn 
quite unnecellary ta follow the preacher one ſtep 
: beyond his Bible. If his rite can find no warrant 
there, authorities foreign to it, will do him but little 
ſervice ; for upon ſuch authorities, he might | 
all che ſuperſtitions of a Heathen or Romiſb church in- 
to his' own. I _ hall accompany him however the 
h Tull length he went ſor his proofs. 785 = 


ts 


5 * 


Tou tell me that he carried the attention of kis 
nudience to the contemplation of an argument fo 
long after the apoſtolic age, as the time of Conflan- 

tine, He told-his hearers, that this emperor conſe- 

crated à church he built over our Saviour's ſepulchre 

at Jeruſalem; and indeed Euſebius, who aſſiſted u- 

Pon that occaſion, gives us a very pompous deſcrip- 
tion of the ſervice. We have therefore no right to 
© queſtion the fact; but we have a right to put the 
queſtion, Whence did Conſtantine derive his autho- 
rity for this conſecration ? I have ſhewn you, that 
it could not be from Chriſt or his apoſtles ; nor from 
any precept or example recorded in the New Teſta- 

ment. But it will be urged, that it was handed 
| down to him from their immediate ſucceſſors. Let 
n then ſuppoſe, that during the period between 
the”. apoſtolic age and that in which this emper- 

or lived, conſecrations obtained, and bad been in 
Sy reſpect what they now are. Can your 
Hreacher, can an) rational thinking being acquieſce 
in theſe precedents, as evidence, that local conſe- 
crations/are_ of Divire appointment? What is it to 
yon, to me, or any man, what the more early ages 
ot the chriſtian church might think, teach or prac- 
. - tiſe, with regard to this matter. They indeed lived 


<9.) 


3 nearer to „„ bet: he a . 
dot as near an acceſs to the oracles of truth 'as 
| _ they had? Their practice can be no ſtandard for us 


The goſpel was the only rule to them, as it is to us, 
and 2 — chriſtian W end of time. 


| You mult here indulge me with « ſhort digreſion. 


Nothing, perhaps, has contributed more to cor--, 
rupt and perplex che religion of Jeſus, than that * 
ceſſive veneration which after ages entertained for 
the Far RHEASs. Many of them indeed were valu- 
able men, yet this will never juſtify that implick ſub- 
miſſion to their authority, which is due only to the 
ſcriptures: themſelves. But ſo far hath this been car- 

ried, that the authority of the Fathers hath been o. 
tener employed to determine what ſcriptufe was, than 
ſcripture to determine the propriety and ſoundneſs 
of what they wrote. For the ſolution of all queſt 
ons. relating to. apoſtolic practices, each party ap- 
pealed, not to the Bible, but to the Fathers; and, 
as. might of courſe be expected, that party, which, 


— lueceſsfutly ranſacking the Fethers, collected from 


their writings: the greateſt number of quozattons in 
flavour of any. controverted. point, was deemed to 


| FSanry the victory. This is amazing, indeed ! chriſti- 


an enquirers conſult the compoſitions of the Fathers 
in preference to the Scriptures of Chriſt and his a- 
| Poſtles, which, being given by the inſpiration # 
God himſelf, are left an univerſal and infallible 
ſtandard and guide to the chriſtian church, It doth 
not appear, that the apoſtles left any thing to the 
conveyance of oral tradition; all was committed to 
writing; ſo that thoſe who lives a thouland years - 

| after their time, had the ſame advantage of 'know- 
ing both their doctrine and practice, as thoſe whe 
e | imme 
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age .availed themſelves, of this advantage common 
| to all, and, on every fubject, had they direQly 


| appealed 10 ſcripture, as the. only ſtandard ; - had 
they acquieſced in what was clear, and 9 


. liberty of opinion in what was not ; the hiſtery 


of the chriſtian church had never been diſgraced 


, 28d bloated . with thoſe fierce and foul contentions, 


* which have ſo often ſhaken the peace of the world, 


and introduced the worſt of human evils, the fyran- 

ny of prieficraft... But unhappily, negleQing the word 
of God, and looking at nothing beyond the traditions 
of men, inſtead of adjuſting the controverſies in 
| hand; they only'gave birth to a thouſand more, and 


ices the — they propoſed to cloſe. 


8 . 17, ES tio Ss: 
ought to create. no ſmall difidence of the ancient 


Fathers of the church; ; it ſhould indeed be remark- 


niſhed them with arguments unanſwerable, and e- 
very way ſufficient to ſupport. its credit; but they un- 
happily thought of borrowing that aſfiſtance from o- 


| thers, Which the goſpel utterly diſclaimed. Juſtin, 


[Theophitus of Antioch, Clement of Alex. and Lac- 
tantius introduced the Sybilline oracles in vindication 
and ſupport of the chriſtian faith ; they inſiſted upon 
them, they urged and they quoted them with the 
ſame confidence as they did the predictions of the 


-to have availed themſelves of this miſtaken zeal, 
what an eaſy triumph might they not have _—_ 
= 8 | ut 


1 bs — 


| ed with great allowance, it is no eaſy matter 10 
ſhake off early acquired prepoſſeſſions. From the vi- 
olence of their enemies, they were obliged to take 
the field in defence of their faith. The goſpel fur- 


old Jewiſh prophets. Had their enemies known how 


_—_— 


1 


nt the TY in the ignorance of its friends, © 
3 off the ground that would have ſupported, 


and wilt ſupport it, in all its dignity and importance, 
till the end of time. By graſping at illuſi re ſhadows, © 
they loſt the advantage of the ſolid ground; and 
© their weakneſs endangered that cauſe, TOs their 
_ zeal meant to ſupport. 


* 7 1 


The trath is, theſe men were deeply tioQured « 
| with the ſuperſtitions of the times. upon their con- 


verſion to the goſpel, in place of renouncing, they 
to accomodate many things in the old, to 
the new religion they had embraced. I: is net be 


wondered at. The earlier and long accuſlomed Oc- 
cupations of the mind, inſenſibly create ſuch a pre- 


dilection in their favour, that they are not eaſily 
ſhaken off; nay, when we think they are diſmiſſed, 
they will imperceptibly affett our ſentiments, and in 


ſome degree continue, at leaſt for a time, to influence 
- the mind in any direction it may take. Whoever _ 
will attend to the manner and conduct of the-more - 
early converts to the chriſtian faith, will readily per- 
ceive the truth of theſe obſeryations. Che Jewiſh. 
chriſtians were exceedingly prove to blend the law 


with the goſpel. Though the laſt became their choice, 


vet they were unwilling altogether to refinquiſk the 
Hrit. The converted Gentiles, from a failar 


propenſity, introduced ſome of their 'old rites into 
their new profeſſion ; while the more learned and 


ſpeculative, corrupted the ſimplicity of the goſpel, 


by incorporating with it the doctrines of philoſophy. 
I might illuſtrate this laſt remark by a variety of in- 


_ but 1 ſhall trouble you only with a few. 


blast * the firſt philoſophical ſyllem, that 


578 8 C3. | made 


, OY 


. 4 22 1 into the 1 of Jefus. Ea ths - 
. about the middle of the ſecond century, by ,- 
- ws Saccas, à chriſtian father. With the doQrine f 
Plato, he aſſociated the tenets of all other ſeQs phi- 


on of heterogeneous principles, he gave the name of 
Tu univensat PaiLosorny. He maintain= 
' ed, That the doctrines of the goſpel were to be 
Nluftrated and explained by the principles of this 
wild incoherent ſyſtem. The ſcheme was embraced | 
with avidity, by almoſt all the chiiftian fathers, in 
particular, by Origen, who ſupported it with all his 
creditz and at this time his authority was. ſufficient 
to give a ſanction to any innovation be might em- 
brace. This ſpecies of philoſophy, revived by 2 
aonius, and patroniſed by Origen, was ſet up as an 
infallible ſtandard, by which the goſpel was to be 
explained z and the explanations given, were of a 
Piece with the ſource from which they were derived, 
full of myſtery and wild ſpeculation.As this chi- 
8 loſophy gave full ſcope to all the powers of imagt- 
natian, they were indulged to the very utmoſt 
ſtreteh. The native ſimplicity of the goſpel utterly 
diſappeared. Its doctrines became unintelli gible, and 
its precepts were perverted. The firſt were ſo in- 
terpreted, as to countenance the. molt extravagant 
abſurdities concerning the Deity, the nature of the 
human ſoul, the empire of providence, and the a- 


enjoining a total gb. ſtraction from the world; as teach- 
ing, that hung "thirſt, and macerations of the body, 
were the only preparation for the celeſtial region. 
To this auſtere diſcipline, they added the pretended 
art of ſo purifying the intellectual faculty, as to ren- 

der it capable of perceiving Demons, 1 and of perform- 

ing _ 


loſophical «nd religious. To this manſtrous coaliti» 


gency of Dæmons. The latter were repreſented a 
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1 things B N. F FE”. | 
the philoſophy which was firſt ingarporated ind s. 
| Foſpel, and I leave you to OG * 


| was likely to derive from the allitnce. - 


Tr. Platonic ſyſtem aid wank , 
5 beginning of the fifth century, when the philoſophy 

of Ariſtotle gained the aſcendant. As the doctrines 
of the Stagyrite excluded from the univerſe: a D- 
vine ence, and. infinuated the mortality of the 
human ſoul, his philoſophy portenfled no good to the 


7% 
a'S 
C * 
8 


Chriftian faith, in the explication of which it was . 


now to be employed. The religion off Jeſus was car 
_ Tied from one extreme juſt into the 


By the philoſophy of Ariſtole, it was converted into 
a ſubje& of perpetual diſputarion ; new doctrines, 
fabrle diſtinctions, captious ſophiſms, and inexpli- 
cable terms .now engaged the attention of the whole © 
chriſtian world. So rapid was the progreſs which 
. this philoſophy made, that in the ſixth century, it 
acquired an unrivalled empire over the minds of men. 


e. It was 
reduced by Platoniſm, to a meer idle ſpeculation. 


__ . 


They obſcured the genuine evidences of religion, 
: erected 4 philoſophy upon the ruins of common ſenſe, 


for ſenſe. From this period, ignorance began to e- 
ftabliſh her empire over the world ; the continued 


to expand the enlarging cloud, till mankind was 
involved in the groſſeſt ſuperſtition and abſurdities. 


e reared up an enormous maſs of unintelligible 
4 -doQrines, in which words paſſed for ideas, and ſound 


From the fixth, to- the fourteenth century, the - 


| human race ſeem, in matters of religion, to have 
furrendered up to theprieſthood all their powers, in- 
telleQual and moral. The prieſthood indeed, were 
not much more intelligent than the people, but the 


* 


_ _ tinged Sh Hive rape of ght, the 

' ___ _ retum of day. Bet alas! the philoſophy of Ariſtotle, 
. almoſt. loſt in that ignorance it had introduced, 
| once more, was unhappily revived. A Latin verſion 
of | his. commentaries, got 
with, eagerneſs, and his 
 Ployedts explain. and defend the chriſtian faith. 


rapture, with, Which it had been cheriſhed five ages 
beſore, and; W if. poſſible, carried to a greater 
degree of extrayagance. From this time almoſt to 
the reformation, the doctors of the chriſtian church 
Continued to. reaſon themſelves, not only out of the 


_ thew own winds, 
little we can, or ought- to depend upon fathers, phi- 


with what pleaſure we can, but in matters of religi- 
on, we can place no conkdeuce in their authority. 
I therefore conclude. my digreſſion, with the obſer- 


ſo detrimental to the religion of Jeſus, as that im- 
plicit deference which, in after ages, was payed, to 
the early philoſophers and fathers of the chriſt ian 
church. By obſtructing rational enquiry, it eſtabliſn 
ed the corruptions which they had unhappily intro- 
duced, and proved the cauſe of more being ſtill ad- 

9 to the number. The „ 
that 


4 * 


This mode of Iluſtration was.embraced with the ſame 


into the Weſt, was read 
philo ſophy was again em- 


religion of Jeſus, but even out of the reaſon of. 
| From this digreſfion, x you 3 readity perceive how | 


doſophers, or any names however venerable for their 
antiquity or erudition. We may peruſe their works | 


vation that occaſioned it, That nothing has proved 


* 


this 2 N e | _ 
not, fail” of giving birth to others equally penn. 
A of the e. — 1 


Theſe” refleions any ſuſſiciently illuftrate the s 1s 
danger of appealing to human authority in matters 5 5 


of religion.” In every age, the former hath been | 5A | 4 
found to introduce perplexity, confuſion and  dath= 4 


neſs into the latter; and to eftabliſh claims deftruQive 
of happineſs, and fatal to the facred rights of conſci- ' 
ence. "Whoever is in the leaſt acquainted with the 
hiſtory of the church, will find, „ - 
ir confirms the truth of theſe obſervations, 


. 3 | 
But to return to dur ſubject. As: ae ** : 
| remarks were purely intended to expoſe the'abſurdi- | ; 
ty of urging human authority in matters either "of ; 4 
faith or practice, I now infer, That ſhould n- " _—_ 
_ flantine have Todd A thouſand inſtances of church ö * 
conſeeration in the period between the -apoitolic age © | \ i 
and his own, they could give no authority tothe ES. 
conſecration of his church at Jeruſalem. But T ſhall * | + 
now ſhew you, that he had not fo much as one pre- 
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cedent to countenance his practice. EI 5 
> Chriſt 2 his rothe as we have e "== WY 
Already to remark, did not conſetrate' their places | 1... 
of worſhip. This,rite was countenanced neither 4.. 
by their -precept nor example. The chriſtiags ' _ _ 
of the ſecond and third age, held their meet- i i 
ings in private houſes, in caves, in burial places, WE. _ 


and wherever, without diſturbance, they could wi 
upon the name of God. Lucian, who lived about 
the 180th year of the chriſtian Era, mies exceed- 
| ingly merry with their places of worſhip ; the en- 


% 


3 1 of the * The virulence of - 4. enemies will 
N | © getount for this, But as they could worſhip in ſecret, - 
33 be; they not have conſecrated. in fecret alſo? We 
A 1s ſure that they practiſed the firſt, but not one 
K Hae occum, that they ever thought of the other. 
uy, they went into the oppoſite extreme; in place 
ef conſeerating churches, they declaimed againſt 
Wo - churches themſelves: © Every place, faith the Biſhop 
BY of Alexandria, a field, a wildernefs, a ſhip, an 
inn, a priſon, is a place of religious worſhip unto 
3 * us „ 4. And faith Clemens Alexandrinus, © He 
We © * that is indued with knowledge, honors God, ne- 
YA | — 3 in a determinate place, nor in a ſelect te 
1 nor on ſtated feſtivals, but through his whole life, 
1 — in, every place.. Such a one is he, who be- 
RF A lieyes God to be every where preſent, and doth. 
; not ſuppoſe him to be ſhut up in determinate i 
S 6c places f. » And faith Hillary, Take heed of anti- | 
N _ _ **- chriſt, for you are unhappily fond of walls; ye 
I — fooliſhly reverence the church of God in material 
J DONT preſs the name of peace under pre- 
_ "_— _ © tence of theſe. Is it any matter of doubt to _ 
1 N ; 40 at antichrit is to ſit in Ron's.” . a 
5 6 3 mo 
=: { Th | | Tho/coatempt which hs inis of this 1 * 
Ec period entertained for material ſtructures, expoſed. = 
tem to abundance of raillery. Cecilius called upon 
them to give a reaſon, why they had no temples, no 
: no. en 710 which Minilus Few OS 
5 — Sa - 3 — — nn — 
wh | 2 Þo Philopare, + Euſch. 1 vii, 22. t rom. 
5 Hillar. contr. Arien; and Auſen. 


- Si SB has act 
hom the e ä 
* nt contain ? And fince I, a man, . 


large, ſhall 1 include fo great a majeſty within 
4 the- walls of a houſe? Is he not better dedicated 


in our minds; is he r ** 


© hearts*?” To the ſame objeQion'urged War 
fus, Origen thus replies, % A devout heart. is 
« temple; we decline building inanimate and 
© temples to the author of, all life 7.“ .I alight rink 
 - tiply guotations from this age of tho chriſtian [ae 
all breathing the ſame ſpirit with the above. 80 
far were they from conſecrating their places of 
worlhip, that they did not conſider them as of the 
leaſt importance to worſhip at all. Rather than 
| depart from the ſimplieity they obſerved, they pa- 
tiently ſubmitted to the ridicule of their adverſa- 

ries. From this circumſtance, we are furniſhed 
with double evidence, that the conſecration rite 
was not practiſed in this early age of the church. 

| Heathen writers reproached the chriſtians: for their 
contempt of material ſtruQures ; the chriſtian writers 
gloried in the reproach. It may be thought, perhaps, 
the latter carried the averſion they entertained to fix 
ed places of worſhip to an extraordinary length. 

Whatever may have been in this, it clearly demon- 
ſtrates, that local conſecrations were utterly diſclaim- 
ed by the chriſtians of this period ; and you may chal- 


lenge your preacher to produce you. one ſingle in- 


| ſtance of this practice for three hundred years and 
upwards after the chriſtian Era. The truth is, the 


conſecration of Ns: church at . Si 
8. | | he 


1 * 
= — E * 


* Min. Felix page 29, 94. 1 One e contr, . Cel. 
ili 6. | 
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8 7 N the firſt thing of the kind that we moet with. Infe&- 
das the philoſopl and fathers of that period may 

+ have been with the ſuperſtitions of the age, it doth 


\ 5 appear, that ſuch. à rite ever occurred to their 
F\ — — It was to derive its birth from the fan- 
1 taſtic ſplendor of aſter· times. | | 11 
4 * "IS 92 U the condition of "JOEY the chriſti- 
% 5 church breaking through the cloud that bad hi- 


= 7: thdfto obſcured it, ſhone forth with amazing bright- 
|  -, The: tranſition wigs ſudden and unexpeRed. 
bo The emperor, to teſtify the fincerity of his converſi- 
on, and his zeal for the new faith, diſpatched 
= - edids every where in fayour of the chriſtian cauſe, 
1 and though he granted an uaiverſal toleration, 
FM yet he threw every advantage on the fide of chriſ- - 
E tianity : He diſtinguiſhed its teachers with peculiar 
marks of his grace and favour; honoured their 
= 7 councils with his preſence, and in almoſt every 
city of the empire, erected magnificent temples 
{IE for chriſtian worſhip, This amazing revolution, | 
| ſaith Euſebius, * tranſported the chriſtians with in- 
<< expreſſible joy, and a divine air of chearfulneſs 
| **-beamed on every countenance. They were enter- 
* tained in the moſt delightful manner with conſe- 9 
b . © erations. of new built oratories, and with feſtivals 
wy © of dedications in every city. The religious per- 


* formances of the rulers, the facred miniftrations of 
© the prieſts, the rites of the church were compleat. 
b one divine ſpirit, one ſoul, and the ſame cheer- 
7 i -  _Culnels of ald inſpired them all“.“ What a 
_ mighty change and how ſudden ? But alas! the ſplen- 
4 5 | dvr which the goſpel acquired, and the elevation to 
E | which its miniſters were raiſed by this unexpected 
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? N | ® Fuſeb.-Eccl. Hit. X. 3. 
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„ 15 8 proved dis ay hace af almoſt. all 


Þ gag "IEA, in after ages, the 


' Eoniſecration, which your preacher infited upon in 
fupport of this rite, the pure religion of Jeſus became 


gradually obſcured ; and, for ten centuries, continu- 


ed to fink under the enormous load of ſuperſtitions, 
- . which, from from age to age were heaped upon it ; 


and as you may remark from the ſequel, the whole 


train originated in Conſtantine's 2 


at Jeruſalem. He is not, 1ndeed, to be 
with all the abominable practices afterwards introdu- 
ced into conſecrations ; but he furniſhed the idea on 


4 which ſucceeding prieſthoods largely — 


= the hiſtory of religion, how many lefons 
of humility may we not be taught ?----The followers 
of Jeſus had but a little time before, in the ſtrongeſt 


terms expreſſed their averfion to temples, churches 


and altars; with raptures they had embraced their 


Caverns and dormitories, and even defarts and pri- 


ſons, as better ſuited to the fimplicity of worſhip 

than magnificent ſtructures, with the want of 
which they were reproached— But no ſooner did 
the effulgence of Imperial majeſty beam upon their 


4 cauſe, than their ſentiments ran with violence in- 


. pompous confecrations became neceffary to the ac- 
'  ceptance of worſhip ; and the Almighty, for whoſe. 
preſence they had repreſented the world as too 


circumſcribed, could be worſhipped only in houſes © 
made with 'men's hands.----The fplendor which aroſe 
upon the church, with the converſion of Conſtantine, 
ſeems to have oblir erated all former ideas, and to have 
D . produced 


* v „ . "4 
8 ä * 


* 40 * 3 5 
n an entire nin of ſentiment, wich 1 6 
gard to the places and * of religious worſhip, 


Tou may poſſibly think, that there muſt have been 
ſomething peculiarly .enchanting in this firſt conſe⸗ 
cration, that will account for this amazing revoluti- 

lution in the ſentiments of the chriſtian · church 

E ſhall give you ſuch a deſcription of it, as indeed 

will ſuit the brevity of a letter, but which will 

=o means expreſs the powpouſneſs of the ſervice. : 


The emperor, by letters addreſſed to the Biſhops 
of almoſt every province, commanded their attend- 
ance at Jeruſalem. Thither they repaized accom- 


directed to conſecrate his church. They performed 
the ſervice with a dexterity, ſcarcely to be credited, 
if we conſider that this was the firtt ſervice of the 
| kind in which they, had ever been employed, and 
even the firſt chriſtian church that ever had been 

conſecrated. They ſecm, however, to have been 


entirely acquaimed with their reſpeQive parts. 
Some prayed, ſome preached, ſome pronounced 


* panegyrick orations on the emperor's magnificence, 
and fome implored the favour of God by unbloody 
m ſacrifices, and myſtical ſacredgaRions ®,”-----Euſe- 
ius recites the part which be himſelf performed 
on the occaſion. ** He adorned the folemnity of de- 
IF dication, one while, by deſcribing the magnifi- 
* cence of the building, another while, by apply- 
© ing the prophetic oracles to the preſent fizures and 
„images +.” The building he calls the city of God, 
the W of the living God, the pillar and ground 7 
of truth. 5 Wbat king, ſaith Bes hath: filled all 
Ivy places, 

Euſeb. Givi it. Conſt. iv. 45. t De vit. Coaft, Iv. 5. 


panied with vaſt multitudes of people. They were 


0? a 2) 
— countries and cities of - the Greeks . 
« * Barbarians, with his royal palaces and conſecrati- 
< ons of divine temples 5. Such are the moſt beauti- 
ful ornaments and Zifts of this temple, which in- 
| 4 deed are of themſelves auguſt, and truly great, 
| . worthy of aſtoniſhment and admiration. They are 
an illuſtrious ſpecimen of the Redeemer's kingdom. 
The prophecy is now fulfilled, which foretold, 
* „at the glory of the latter W ſhould be 
greater than that of the former. The work” 
continues he, © is truly wonderful, it the won- 
der of wonders is the original figures, and fuft 
intellectual images, and divine examplars, I mean 
: ff I the reſtoration of the divine and rational build- 
ing in our fouls”----Then he proceeds to de- 
ſeribe the great porch of Conſtantine's chyrch, as 
repreſenting God the Father, the ſecondary kghts to 
ſignify Jeſus Chriſt, the thrones and ſeats of the. 
Church to be expreſſive of the Holy Ghoſt reſiding 
| by his ſeveral gifts in the hearts of the faithful —— 


- 
. 


Theſe are but a 5 line of the ſervice. 
For more particular information, I muſt refer you 
to the famous panegyrick pronounced on that occaſi- 
on. You will in nothing like it in the. annals of 

hiſtory. The eonfecrators ſeem to have ſet all ſenſe, 
| reaſon and religion at open defiance, and to have 
vied with each other, who ſhould carry the moſt ſer- 


; vile adulation, and moſt ſhocking * to the 
greateſt . 


W. might think that this exhibition, inſtead of ex- 
| citing admiration in the followers of Jeſus, would have 
proved ſo exceedingly offenſive to their ſentiments, 


D 2 that 
| * Eccl Hiſt. x. 4. Orat. panegy. 
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chat its ; roma to their former made of worſhip. 
would bave occaſionod an immediate revolt a vor, I* 
the practice; at leaſt, that the funplicity by which 
they had been hitherto diſtinguiſhed, would have 
rendered a tranſition into the oppoſite extreme 1 


work of time and labour. But alas! the magnif- 
cence and fplendor, with which, on this occaſion, 


they were entertained, ſo entirely poſſeſſed their im- 


agination, that no leiſure was left for refleſtion. 


Their minds were ſo occupied with the pomp-of this 
55 extraordindiy ſcene, that they conſidered not how 


inconſiſtent it was with the ſimplicity of the goſpel, 


nor thought of theſe corruptions, to which in afier 


ages it might give riſe. This univerſal joy, to 


which the converſion of Conſtantine gave birth, 


was not a ſeaſon for the .calmer diQates of reaſon 


to be heard. The followers of Jeſus, breaking 


through a long night of obſcurity, eagerly. graſped 
at the ſhadows of human ſplendor, and with raptures . 


embraced an alliance with the powers of this world. 
They were left no time to recollecs their fatal 


miſtake, conſecrations multiplied upon them in every 


quarter. The edicts of the emperor were regarded 
as che voice of heaven. At his command, with jay 


and preciptation they haſtened to conſecrate his 


-churches at Conſtantinople and at Antioch, as 


well as this at Jeruſalem ; in, the latter place he 


erected other temples beſides this one over the ſe- 


pulchre of Jeſus, in particular, one in honor of the 
ſalutiferous croſs, and others over certain myſtical 


| caves . Your preacher might have added theſe ” 
very deoent auxiliaries to his cauſe. 


Baut the queſtion ſtill recurra, whence did Conſtas- 
® Euſeb. Panegyr. Hiſt. 10. 
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Pe e his idea of church conſecration ? not 
en. the goſpel, as you muſt have already perceived, 
. are we to ſuppoſe _ it was 4 mere inventi- 
an of his own. : 

The IEP is, he was « Renis with the idea, and 

8 3 the practice from the idolatrous cuſtoms 
of Heatheniſm. the religion he lately profeſſed. 
Por it muſt indeed be allowed, that conſecrations did 
very univerſally obtain throughout the world. 
- The Roman people ſeem to have been peculiarly 
_ © Fond of them ; from the conſecration of their firſt 
* temple by Romulu# to Fupiter Feretrius, to this- one 
performed by Conſtantine at Jeruſalem; they con- 
* +Linued the practice; and ſo much faith had they in 
dhe efficacy of the rite, that they conſecrated almoſt 
every thing; not only their temples and places of 
worſhip, but the ſepulchres of their dead, and even 
the dead themſelves. They extended the · practice 
Io their palaces, their ſenate houſe, the walls of 
their cities, and even to private dwellings, and pub- 
Ilie roads. There was ſomething infinitely more 
generous in this proceeding of the Heathen prieſt- 
hood, than is to be found in the modern practice, 
which confines all the benefits of this holy rite to 
churches and church-yards alone, If you have any 
curioſity to ſee a Pagan form of conſecration, you 


will find an exceeding good one in the fourth book 
of Tacitus s hiſtory, 


Having love you that the rite of church conſe- 
eration hath no foundation in the old law ; that it is 
- .utteriy diſclaimed by the goſpel ; that it was unknown 

For the three firſt centuries; that the firſt inttarce of the 
| D 3 kind, 
» un. de Laud. Coult. Ch. 9. 
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_ ne | Lind, was this of Conſtantine, and that it 1 WS 7 
=_ - Towed from ſimilar practices in the heathen world— __ 
—_ , I would now ſolicit - your attention to that hideous 9 1 
train of ſuperſtitions which it carried along with it 
in its cloudy progreſs. And from the ſhort repre- 
ſentation which follows, I ſhall leave you to deter- 
mine, whether any one rite hath proved more fatal 
to the intereſts of true religion, than this of church 
- conſecration, which your Preacher undertook 25 
| prove to be of Divine W 1 


No ſooner had "Conſtantine built «a — 5 
His churches, than he ranſacked the world for the 
bones of the martyrs, that he might have them de- 
ted in his ſacred temples. He did St. Andrew, 
uke and Timothy, the honour of tranſlating their 
| Jem to his church at Conſtantinople. Sometime _ 
after this, Arcadius diſturbed the aſhes of Samuel, ( 
and ordered them to be brought from Judea, where | 
they had reſted near 1500 years, that they might be | 
interred in ſome conſecrated ground in Thrace——— 
"The graves of the apoſtles and martyrs were ſearch- 
ed for with a zeal, equalled only by the extrava= |. 
gance of joy with which their aſhes were trann-. 
ported to holy ground The relics were carried to 
the places appointed for their reception, accompani- 
eld with proceſſions that were amazingly ſplendid— _ 
and that their churches might be rendered worthy 
of theſe new inhabitants, they were illuminated day 
and night with wax tapers. You may ſee how 
quickly our conſecration charm began to operate, 
and what a powerful auxiliary ſuperſtition was likely 
to find in it, for 5 ber empire over hs | 
world. 8 
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ag: . 1 | — 
poilgrimäges were 12 a 
&. hich it gave rife.” Numbers from every quarter 
. » locked to Jeruſalem, to attend the conſecration of. 
Conſtantine church, and it may be ſuppoſed, that ._ 
this firft viſit might be owing more to curioſity thas 
"devotion ; yet the paſſion a little after became a- 
© bundantly ſerious. No ſooner was it known that 
the bones of the holy martyrs were depoſited in the 
Sonſecrated ground of the' temples, than incre- 
dible numbers ſet out far Paleftine, upon the pious 
deſign of kifling the holy duſt in which they were 
 Hodged. Various were the rites they performed in 
honor of theſe relicks, and many were the pin 
ful virtues which in return they are ſuppoſed” 
derived from them. A theſe pilgrimages were = 
counted expreſſive of the ſublimeſt Aavotion, their 
yy credit continued torife. Furious enthufiaſity kindling 
55 ; from one ſtage to another, at laſt broke forth into the 
TS, DT moſt dreadful frenzy that ever ſeized the human race, 
and excited a rage in the weſtern world, which vow- 
ed the utter deſtruction of the eaſtern, and which in 
2 the event; almoſt proved the deſolation of both. 
Hor Larp gave riſe to the dreadful contention. 
| | ©. =—— Theſe ſimpler pilgrimages which preceded that 
SIE 2 madneſs into which they afterwards aroſe, were per- 
JP | formed with no otker view, but to expreſs a religi- 
5 dous veneration for the relicks of holy men, and to 
F E obtain bleſſings by their mediation with Heaven. 
„ Seoscme of the devotees, it muft be confeſſed, turned & 
„ | their pilgrimage to a very good account. Upon their ""Þ 
| return; they had for ſale great quantities of holy WW 
? * duſt, holy bones, and a variety of other relicks, for 
| | awhich they found a ready market. The monks 
| were 
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"their efficacy, by pretended combats with 
_. Tits, in which, they were always ſure to overcome. 
" Theſe pilgrimages, ont of which all this ſuperſti- 
tion and madneſs ar iſued from the conſecra- 
genuine ſource. * 4 


. ſug- 
gelted the idea of collecting the bones of the ſaints 
into the places it had rendered holy, fo it alſo in- 
troduced the practice of invoking their propitious 


. mediation with God-—-From the honars their vota- | 


_ ries Myed to their duſt, they had a right to expeQ 
their —_ wy the ſame power of imagi- 
nation, t reſs dhe belief of receiving 
virtues om their other; Could not but perſuade 


- tliem, that Kill more might be expected from their 
ſpirits. It muſt indeed be confeſſed, that at the 


firſt they were ſomewhat at a loſs how to introduce 


this new ſpecies of worſhip... However they ſoon 


hit upon the method; they firſt met in the places 


where their bones were depolited, and with great 
ſolemnity they celebrated their memories, and mu- 


tually exhorted one another to imitate their faith 
-and patience. In this there was nothing reprehen- 
ſible, yet it was a dangerous experiment, and ſoon 


proved to be ſo. From the fourth century all re- 
ſerve was thrown aſide, and the invocation of faints - 


became an open and an avowed part of their religi- 
-ous ſervice. From the Greek Liturgies of this age 


it appears, chat the prayers and interceſſions of the 
martyrs were regarded as highly beneficial to men. 


The great name and — abilities of Jerom, 
Zar 


13 15 


—_ 


Tha * ſaith he, reverence the ſepulchres of the martyrs, 


carried to ſuch a degree of extravagance, that by 
much the greateſt part of worſhip was addrefſ=d to 
theſe ſuppoſed ſaints ; ſcarce a prayer was offered up 
to Heaven, that was not preſented in their names, 
apd committed to their. interceſſion. As the. conſe- 
eration rite, in the courſe of its operations, had in- 
troduced this new ſpecies of worſhip ; and as the 


| ſaints and martyrs were then converted into divini- 
ties, it became neceſſary to provide them with tem- 


ples, images and altars; with theſe they were. ſoon 
furniſhed in abundance. From this time, ſcarce was 


there a church built, that was not dedicated to ſome | 
nz or SHE faint, Juſtinian erected ſeveral temples 


. to the mother of God. St. Mary, St. Ann, It. 
Cyprian, Kc, &c. had their churches alſo. And we 


read of altars erefted to St. Philip, St. James, St. 8i- 


mon, St. Jude, St. Gregory, St. Andrew. All of 


them alſo were repreſented by images, to which the | 


moſt religious veneration was payed. 
| Beſides the particular churches appropriated for 


the worſhip of each, it was thought becoming, that . 


they ſhould be furniſhed with a houſe ſufficient for 
performing occaſional ſolemnities in honor of them 
all. The reſolution proved fatal to the gods and 
goddeſſes of the Pantheon. Though the latter could 
plead a right to this autient temple by poſſeſſion for 


time immemorial, yet it was determined, that they 


ſhould be expelled. This purpoſe was carried into 
execution about the beginning of the 7th century, 
and their old habitation was ſolemnly conſecrated a- 


Seen Anis to faint worſhip, „ We every whats,” 13 | 


«we fix our eyes on the ſacred duſt, and we kiſs it.“ 
In the following ages, this ſpecies. of deyvtion was 


new 
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ew for the refidence of Si. Mary . al en 
We are told, that before the conſecration was per- 


formed, ſuch chriſtians as ventured to enter this 


; temple, were ſmitten by devils, but that no ſuch 
ditmal accident ever befel them, after the due ce 
; 3 of this rite 


This deifying work went on at a unge ah 1 
new objects of woiſhip were ſtill added to the lit. 
Dut as it does not ly much in the line of my preſent 
enquiry, I ſhalt not trouble you with the catalogue 


of the male and female divinities, which the church 


made from the middle of the fourth, to the cloſe of 


the tenth century; not that the catalogues were 
then cloſed, but at this periad they ſeem to have 
been moſt amply provided. The celeſtial courts,” 


| faith the learned and judicious Moſheim, were 


filled with new legions of beings, many of which 


* had no exiſtence but in the imagination of their 


** deluded worſhippers.” And adds, That if a 
* man had but an auſtere countenance, or an en- 
* thufiaſtic imagination, he was ſure after death to 
* be canonized, and worſhipped as a god .“ If you 
are Curious to know who theſe divinities were, 
while in their mortal ſtate, I can only refer- you to 


the Kalendar of our Engliſh Service Book, _ 


you will find many of en names. 


As the objects of 3 multiplied, fo did the 


places of worſhip, and of courſe, conſecrations alſo. 


With regard to theſe laſt, it is natural to ſuppoſe, 


that, by the demand that was for them, they muſt 


have received many curious. improvements z in fact 
they did ſo. G 8 conſecration was a ſimple 
. affair, 

Præmonſt. Cent 1. t Moſh. Cent. x. Ch. 3. 


5 Sz. -: 4 
. compared with thoſe that followed. | In lat- 


1. 


ter times, the prieſthood found it neeeſſary to con- 
ſecrate water, oil, ſalt and aſhes, that with theſe 


again, they might conſecrate churches, cemetaries, 


altars, bells, diſhes, pulpits, fonts, candleſticks, croſ- 
ſes, &c. Were I to deſcribe the additional fplend- 
ors which this rite received from the infallible heads 
of the Romiſh church; were I to repreſent the 


7 ſhocking impieties, and abominable deluſions, to 


which it gave riſe under the management of that 
abandoned prieſthood, I know not which would moſt 
excite your aſtoniſhment, the ſottiſhneſs of the 


people, or the efffontery-of their clergy ; we might 
be almoſt tempted to think that the latter had been 


trying to- what depths of ſtupidity, they could fink 
the former. The deluded multitude, once impreſſed 


with the belief, that their priefts were inveſted with 


the power of infuſing ſpirxual virtues iato material 
ſubſtances, would very naturally infer, that with the 
ſame facility, they could communicate ſimilar virtues | 
to them. The perſuaſion took; and in what man- 
ner the prieſts availed themſelves of this deplorable 
ſtupidity, let che hiſtory of their church bear witneſs. 

The imaginations of the people were ſo thoroughly. 


impreſſed with a belief inthe efficacy of conſecrations, 
that a conſecrated bone, or a conſecrated any thing, 


was conſidered as an infallible antidote againſt every 
evil, but eſpecially againſt the agency of Demons 


and malignant ſpiritss They were ſought after 
with an eagerneſs, ſuited to their imagined import- 


ance, and no price was thought too high for the 
purchaſe. 

But I am unwilling to ole you with a further 
detail of the abominations which this rite intro- 


duced from one ſtage of its progreſs into another; 


though 
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P 
— « ſhoot tranſplanted from gn 2 
latrous ſoil, yet you fee, how luxuriantly it thitove | 


ima the chriſtian church, from the abundant care of -* 
the yrieftioed to nouriſh and rear it up. 


A ane however of alt their former Eben 


by a new fetch, they undertook to put the diniaiey | 


of the rite beyond all queſtion. It was unneceſſary; 
for the people had before proved as credulous, as 


the prieſts could have wiſhed them. To their own 
authority, however, they ſuperadded that' of 2 | 
2 44. it : 


They tell us, that the conſceration of Weſtminſt- 


perf of no leſs dignity than St. Peter. | 


 wafted over the Thames in a fiſherman's boat, the 
church, immediately upon his entering it. became 


illuminated, as if night had been turned into day; | 


he was attended with a multitude of heavenly beings; 


having finiſhed the conſecration ſervice, he made 
himſelf known to the fiſherman, *-I am Peter, faith 
he, that ſpeaks unto thee, tell the Biſhop what 
thou haſt ſeen, and that I have already conſecrated 
* this church, and for the veracity of your report, 
* you may appeal to the impreſſions I have made 
upon the walls The Biſhop found the fiſher- 


man's report to be true, upon entering the church ; 


he diſcovered that its walls were in twelve places 


anointed with the oil of conſecration, he ſaw the 


remains of twelve wax candles, ſtuck in twelve croſ- 


ſes, and all things moiſt with the e of holy 


; . water. 


er church wag, in the year 604, performed by 2 


The night preceding the couftcration;” he was 
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EB 22 - Pala in you with many ALE celelti- = >, Rf 
g | ul conſerenions, but I ſhall add only one more. 5 2 


5 55 About the year 640, certain Biſhops were appoint- 5 
4 MY by the Pope to conſecrate St. Dennis's chur en 
near Paris. As they were on their way to execute 42 
ttmeir commiſſion, they were accoſted by a leper. 3 
Uee informed them, That he had watched tbere Þ 
' © the night before, and that he had ſeen . 
3 « Cn KIST, accompanied with a train of celeftial 8 3 
„ e ſpiuits, conſecrating this church, and that Jeſus _—_— 
= 2 had commanded him to inform their lordſhips o _ 
. hat he had done. They received the informat :. 
3 * on with all imaginable reſpect, returned back, _— 
not venturing to conſecrate the church after Jeſus _ . * __ 
r Chriſt T.“ You may well believe, after theſe con- * 
ſtecrations performed by St. Peter, the chief of the _ 


7 apoſtles, and by Jeſus Chriſt himſelf in perſon, that —_— 

; their divine original was aſcertained, as indubitably - ,_ 

+ , Clear and certain; It is hard to ſay, of the o- f 
nions and practices that ſprung from this rite. 


= which were moſt extravagant. One thing yum  _ Mb 
„„ * muſt have all along perceived, that from the firſt _ 
1.inſtitution of it by Conſtantine, it continued to fur- —_ 
' niſh the prieſthood with every ſuperſtitious device, 
and deluſive art, _—_ they choſe to praQice _— . 
the * B 


| Guck ws the cloud which this de had c. | 
© Baron. Annal. 4 A. D. 610. SeQ. ii. * 4 
+ Hoſpin de orig. Templ. iv. 3. 1 
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| Fe 2 r of Jeſus, and the chriſtian, 


Ia its progreſs it always rethined the — 3 of its 4 
origin z no wonder, along with itſelf, it drew into 
the church & vaſt multitude of other heatheniſh cuſ- 
dome, which with equal fondneſs were embraced 
by the prieſthood, and had places aſſigned them in 
the chriſtian ritual. Perhapa, you may be curious 
to know how this rite, originally tranſlated from 
Paganiſm, and in its aſter progreſs ſo curiouſly em- 
belliſhed, found its way into the reformed churches 


wy of England and Ireland, I ſhall endeavour to give 


Jen what ſatisfaction I can upon this point. 


At che Reformation, it was judged 3 to 
compromiſe matters with as much ſoftneſs and lenj- 
ty as was poſſible. Our rulers, in the pious hope 

. of gaining over their brethren of the Roniiſh church, 

retained as many of -their fites as they decently 
could, With this view they compoſed a Service, of 
materials ſelected from the Maſs Book, and ſtudied 


to give it ſuch a complexion, that thoſe of the 


 popilh perſ _—_— might — take it for their own. 


© The innovations ne?” which” this” = 
von from the mother church was likely to produce, 


were dee med of too important a nature to be left 9 


to the arbitration of the prieſthood. As the nation 
8 juſt burſt ing through the ſervitude, and knock- 
ing off the chains of facerdotal tyranny, there was 
abundant reaſon, to diſtruſt the clergy i in the new 
modelling of the church. And fortunate it was for 
the Reformation that their power was annibilated ; 
for, to a man, the whole clerical body oppoſed it. 
They were unanimous for erer. and as * 5 

roc 


1 rock e 5 
95 vreſted from the Pope, and, in conjunction Wund bn 5 
__ _ other branches. of the legiſlature, claimed ſole, und- 


the Statute 25. Henry VIII, It was enaQted and de 


| " trary to the cuſtoms. of the realm 1. 


Þ.” + ay RY 


" ** thenceforth be aſſembled only by the king's wit. 5 4 
* one but by virtue of the king's licence ſo to do. | : | IJ 
8 tutiont, they ſhould yet neither pub/iſ6 nor are 
" Nor 4thly. By his authority execute any, but with 
the kings prero 


ſiaſtic reſts to this very day. In a word, the eſta- 
bliſhed epiſcopal church was wrought into its pre- 
* form entirely by the Crows and Duns 


to which the cle 


to object. * king and his parliament may in- 


4 


© * 
„ 


5 iy *'V "2 


vided, ſupreme authority in matters gf religion, By 


creed. * iſt, That the convocation ſhould: from 


** 2dly. That it ſhould make no canons or conflituti-- 


** 3dly. That having agreed on any canons or conſti- 


cute them without the king's confirmation of them. 


** theſe limitations: That they be neither againſt 


prerogative, nor againſt any common. or 
** flatute law, nor finally, in any other reſpect oon 


' On this foundation all power and aucborky 8 77 = 


By virtue of this fm: authority, :njunRioas, 
canons, conftitutions and articles were iſſued forth, 
rgy were and are commanded t» 

give their unfeigned aſſent and conſent. They muſt | 
receive their rites and their faith from the magi6s + _ + 
trate ; they are not permitted to diſpute, much: leſs 
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gee * Diſſent. Gent. wy Lauer. f dee the : 
Diſſent. Geat, Poſtſerip. : 
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and 
wut they ſhall preach, and what prayers they mall 
ue. Queen Elizabeth, in her ecclefiaſtic capacity, 
5 : compoſed forms of prayer for her - nobility, gentry, 
3  _ ſoldiers and failors. In a word, every change, al- 
E *- teration or amendment in faith or worſhip, m 
._ come, and can come from the legiſlature only ; "thi 
 Elergy may offer their adviee if it is aſked, but if it 
is not, they muſt be fileat.——S0 that as often as 
vou hear changes rung upon the power, authority 
and juriſdiction of the church ; by the church you 
are to underſtand, the King, Lords and Commons. 
For by the conſtitution, they are the indiſputed fa- 
thers and governors of our modern chriſtian church, 
the interpreters of religion to the clergy, and ex- 
| erciſe the power of appointing rites, and IS 

controverſies of faith, from ien the 9 

not recede. 3 


& 


3 I have rarer candied a little from the line of —_ 

=. | preſent inquiry. It was however with 4 view, if 
_—- poſlible, to exculpate our clergy from the charge of 
| having introduced this conſecration rite into our 


df the church, the form of conſecration was drawn 
i up and enjoined by the authority of the ſtate, the 
= dlergy are to be pitied, rather than blamed. Ha- 


=: | * of the magiſtrate, they are no doubt bound 
=. in conſcience to perform this rite, as much as they 
are to abſolve the dying from their ſins, or to pray 
over the dead in the s UAE AND CERTAIN hope 
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N their reſurredtion 40 tternal Efe; which with many 


* 


3 ö For if, like the other rites and ceremonies 5 


ing declared their aſſent and conſent to all the in- 


dena, overule. —— n B- wy 5 
_ ant . prieſts of the church, and direct them 
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8 5 burying ground, is enacted by the ſame incontrol- 
able authority, the blame doth not indeed fall fo © 

. heavily on the conſecrators, for it is ſcarce to be 

5 | expected, that men will forfeit preſent emoluments, 

; and ruin their future, profpects by diſputing 2 
where al diſputes are vain. „ | 


„ Burl 2 now confels, that after the moſt dili- 
gent ſearch, I have not been able to find the rite of 
I * ronſecration among theſe forms enacted by the legiſla- 
* ture. I have looked through the Liturgy again and 
oo again. I have applied to their canon, conflitutions and 
: articles, but can get no direction where the autho- 
riſed form is to be found, Ihe form to which -I 
referred in the beginning of my letter, is indeed 
annexed to their Book of Common Prayer. Whoſe 
compoſition it is, or by whoſe direction it is placed 
there, I do not know: Only I can find no evidence 
that it was either framed, or appointed by "legal 
5 authority if it had, every Biſhop would have been 
1 bound invariably to adhere to it. We never find 
tem ſubſtituting rites of their own, in place of 
| + theſe ordained in the Book of Common Prayer; they 
[always obſerve the forms authoritatively appointed. 
| for the communion, baptiſm, confirmation, matri- . 
mony, burying ſervice, &c, &c. They ſometimes - 
dv abridge, but never preſume to add; at leaſt if 3 
they do ſo,. it is at their peril. The truth is, my 
Lo nps the Biſhops, have no power to add to the ſer- 
vice, nor even to expunge, amend, or alter ſo much 

E 3 | 5 " 
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"is ths ths of church et- 257 
on, the ſame obſeryations will not hold. For though _ 
we, - that one o which T have referred, is prefaced, A 
- 8 5 | Form or Cons CAT ION according to the” 1 
of the church of Ireland ; yet I do not find that in all 
.caſes it is the one obſerved. I am told, that ſome- 
the conſecrating Biſhop makes a form for him- 
ſelf. And indeed, this ſeems to have been pretty _ 
much the practice, from the firſt introduction of this - - 
 edifying rite into our reformed epiſcopal churches. 
| Land, of pious memory, drew up « conſecration 
3 form for Creed church. It was reſented by the legif- 

lature. He was impeached, and tried for his inſo- 

| lence. - He pleaded his cauſe from precedents; theſe 

of Moſer, Solomen and Conflantine. Bot they were 

found not to be in point. Another form was 

- Publiſhed by Biſhop Sparrow in the year 1672, 

| though many years before, compoſed by Biſhop 

Andrews. A third was produced by Mr. Tiſdal in 
1703, and another by the Biſhop of Ely in che year 

following. The form uſed by your Biſhop, I can 
well ſuppoſe, was different from all the * | 


— — 
5 * 


From theſe liberties this have * ZR fill are 
taken with this rite of church conſecration, is it not 
clear and obvious, that it is founded, not upon le- 

giſlative, but clerical EP ; br % upon no 
5 W at all E: 


w—*, 


; ban Tet ws fee how our Bithops are to recancile this -— of. 
additional 1 rite made to their church ſervice, 55 233 
** = 
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- *©-niniftration of ſacraments, rites or ceremonies, 
mall be openly. uſed in any church, chapel, de. 
Locker than what are preſcribed, and appointed 16 
be read in and 3 3 
Book of Common Prayer, - . 


Our Biſhops, at every ep by 2 — 
raiſed to their elevation in the church, in the 
moſt ſolemn manner, repeatedly declare their aſſent 
and conſent to this act; it runs through the articles 
and canons they have ſubſcribed ; beſides, it is an 
act of the . legiſlature to which, as ſubjeQs of the 
realm, they owe obedience.———How are, they to 
reconcile the conſecration rite, an invention purely of 
their own, with this act, which is the true and genu- 
ine foundation upon which the fabrick of their 
church reſts. As Biſhops, they ought ts AEVERE : 
tit, as ſubjeQs they ought to on; yet neither gra- 
| titude nor allegiance, have been able to prove ſuffi- 
cient reſtraints upon their rage for IRC - 
earth, brick and mortar, 


This i is a moſt unlucky rite. Place it in bat 
view you will, it cannot ſtand the eye of inquiry. 
If we ſearch for it in our religion, it is not chere 
if in the acts of our legiſlature, it is not among them: 
and in no Proteſtant church is it practiſed, that I 
know of, but in that of England and this kingdom, 
Let our clergy think of its original and efficacy 
what they will, it is an inſult to our religion, to our 
- legiſlature, and to the common ſenſe of mankind. 
The feebleſt ray of reaſon muſt revolt at the idea 
of infulla ſanQity into the walls and RR 2 a 
caur 


— 


church. 1. is impoſible, for | any > naciihieg not. _—_ 
entirely vitiated, and even mad with the in toxication 
of clerical powers, to have faith in the effcacy 3 
ſtmitribed to it, or even to apprehend wherein its uſ-- 
fulneſs or decency conſiſts. Every man who häth the 8 
advancement of rational religion at heart, muſt regard 
it with peculiar averſion, and conſider it as calculated 
only to revive the monkiſh ſuperſtitions of former | 
times. And indeed if our clergy can once bring us 
to believe that they are inveſted with the power of. 
infa holineſs into walls, altars, pulpits, fonts 
and burying ground ; we will paſſively receive every 
after ſuperſtition they ſhall prepare for us, and 
from venerating the churches, even proceed to the 
13 extravagance of former ages, of adoring themſelves. = 
_ I aur far from thinking that this is the end they pro- . 
* poſe by the practice of church conſecration. Nay, 
I will ſuppoſe that it is with no other purpoſe but 
to promote the advancement, of pure and genuine ; 
| religion. - We are at liberty however. to examine 
«Ss how far their rite may contribute to this end. wh. 


| This 1 me to che 3 with which I pro- 

poſed to cloſe my letter, and you may, poſſibly, 

think it ought to have been cloſed much ſooner. 

In this, I entirely agree with you, and therefore | 
the TC obſervations ſhall not be b. Pon * 


To me it is 2 matter of indifference, which conſe- 

_ cration form I make the ſubject of my remarks. All 
. of them are abundantly replete with abſurdities. . . 
I confine myſelf however, to the form annexed to 
our Triſh Prayer Book, not only -becauſe I have 
referred to it, but becauſe of all it is the 
: leaſt 
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may an rage think it abſurd 2 


ne ges my anne to the dere 
- part of the Service. . 30 


In the firſt SDA, 1 A that theſe prayers 
imply, that the Almighty bas promiſed to manifeſt 
| his preſence in their churches, in the fame viſible 
manner that he diſplayed it in the Jewiſh tabernacle ' 
and temple. This is a preſumption utterly repug- 
nant to the ſpirit of the goſpel diſpenſation, which 
totally abrogated the Jewiſh ritual, and proclaimed 
to the world that the Almighty, with equal accept- 
ance, might be worſhipped in every place through 
the unbounded univerſe. From the death of Chriſt, 
the temple ſervice. was diſſolved for ever, and the 
reaſons upon which that local worſhip was founded, 
continued no longer to exiſt. But our modern con- 
ſecration prayers ſuppoſe the very reverſe, namely, 
that in a chriſtian church the Almighty is to diſplay 
his preſence, after the ſame viſible manner that he 
did in the temple at Jeruſalem, for the truth of this, 
IL appeal to the addreſſes offered to God in the con- 


— 


| ſeeration ſervice. Ont of many, I ſhall produce a 


few expreſſions, and leave you to judge, to which 
_ they will apply, whether to » the Jewiſh . or 
1 Chriſtian church. 


In the conſecraing 3 are the flowing ex- 
5 preſſions : 2 


Mast 8 „ 
into a. portion of thine inheritance for ever: Place 


wo thy mercy-ſeat. — us alſo : Let thine 7 ro 
* thine 
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** day: Let the dew of thy divine bleſſing abide 

** for ever upon this houſe : We humbly pray, by 

* the death and paſſion,” by the reſurrection and 8 


glorious interceſſion of our Lord, ; 3 | 


chat thou wouldſt vouchſafe to ſanctify this houſe 


cConſtruction. 
preſſions uſed by Solomon at the dedication of the 


* to thy ſervice, by the effuſion of thy holineſo 
* fromi above: Let the ſun of righteouſneſs for ever 
** thine here, and let the brighteſt illumination of 
thy ſpirit fill this place with thy glorious preſence.” 


Now if our Biſhops will ſhew me, that God hath 

any where in the. goſpel promiſed to fill chriſtian 

churches, with ſuch a preſence as is here unplored, * 
I will Sire up the point. By the words in which ＋ 
theſe petitions run, they ſupplicate the Almighty, + 

that by a viſible inhabitation of his glory, he 
would fill the material building which they conſe- 
| crate. The words will bear no other ſenſe or 
They are nearly the very ſame e- 


temple. In the mouth of Solomon they were . ö 
ly juſt and proper, becauſe God had expreſiy de- 
clared that he would fill this houſe with his viſible _ 


| preſence. He had authority for the ex preſſions he 


and impious. 


* and implore that he would fil their chapels 


uſed; they had ſenſe and meaning in his prayer; 2 
but uſed in the conſecration of a chriftian church, F 
they have neither ſenſe nor meaning; they are abſurd 

They are ſupplications to the Al- 

mighty, that he would revive a mode of worſhip 

which he hath declared to be aboliſhed for ever,---— 

But our Biſhops will have it otherwiſe, their church- 
es muſt be what the Jewiſh temple was, filled with 
the Shecinah, or viſible preſence of God. They ſup- 


at 


und 


FF.  andchurches n Ke ations 8 ſenes, * | 
. + - - would place his -mercy-ſeat in . and . 
5 euer and eyes be open 
night.“ But with what ſenſe and pr 


Biſhops inſiſt upon th? Was a 5 
ta the chriſtian world, that can lead N ex- 
"  peQation of this kind? Are not they themſelves in- 

ſtructed by that religion which they profeſs, to teach 

- to other, that local ſanctity ceaſed for ever with 

: 3 _ the temple worſhip, and that, under the goſpel, 0 
= : lace could be more holy than r Ns ok 
"theſe addreſſes they borrow from Solomon's prayer, 
when applied to places of chriſtian worſhip, groſs 
So. pero of nn vo pany atom wg 
* 1 ſpirit of the ** 


* 


Having made theſe few remarks on the OP" 
quoted above; let us next attend to theſe which 
_ deſcribe the operations which they implore * Di- 
vine prelence to perform in their churches. 


D Here, ” in this chard. © jet Fe. lapſed "FAN 
ed let 8. k be cured let the blind eyes 
« and hearts be enlightned Here let thy ſervants- 
* find a cure for all their wounds, a comfort for all 
2 * their forrows, a a remedy for all their inconvenien- . 
« cies, and that all who ſhall enter this houſe may 
obtain all their defires—-Let thy eternal peace he - 


© to this houſe, and to them who in this Rk en 1 5 g 
© to thee to be —__ and refreſhed.” 3 5 


: "Sw make he apt to think that THIS HOUSE 
was intended either. for a Lazar houſe, or houſe of 
good entertainment for travellers. The fign poſt is 
gat Inviting But let me : aſk our conſecra- 
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add with the viſible preſence of God. Have not 
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* it literal, or figurative ? If the latter, 1 fear that the # 
fick, the blind and wounded, would not think them 
| ſelves much relieved by the figurative cure: if liter=, 
* al, I fear the church will not, be able to produce 7 
_ maiiy inftantes in which theſe objects in coming out 
| of their cha cles, found themſelves in a much bet- 
ter condition than when they entered them. To be 
ſerious, let me aſk our clergy, What reaſon have 
| they to think that the mere circumſtance: of ener- 
| ing their churches, will be accompanied with theſe _ 
ineſtimable 'bleflings.-——-Solomon aſcribed no ſuch 
virtues to the entering into the temple, though fill- . 


* 


* 


- 


vw 


theſe” expreſſions a manifeſt tendency to beget and © 
ſoſter ſuperſtition in the breaſts of the people, _ x 
create & reliance, more on the ſanctity of the build-. 

ing, than on that of their hearts.? Are they. not of a 

"Lind with theſe, practiſed upon the devotees of anci- 

ent times, who were wrought upon to believe, that 

if they would but approach the tombs of a martyr, 
+ and kiſs his duſt, or touch his bones, they would be 

infallibly ſecured-againſt all evils temporal and ſpiri- 

tual. This efficacy, which our conſecration rite aſ- 

cribes to the entering the churches, wants — 1 

to plunge their votaries into all the gloom of ſ +... 

ſtition, but the ſame-credulity that effected it ive, We 

but, thanks, to * the . 1 8. become 
ſomewhat wiſer.” 4 


} 
* 


But 10 > proceed. In this form &f . No 
there are alſo the following ſupplications addreſſed 
io the Almighty. © Depute thy holy angels to a: 
e bide here, to defend thy ſervants, and to drive 
© away all the power of the enemy: Here let the 
e 5 — power 


| * ever pollute this place dedicated to thy holineſs.” 


| reaſon they have to expect that their prayer will be 
| heard; I do not find that God hath any where pro- 


miſed, to degrade theſe glorious Beings, by appoint- 


front, E or 3 the Almighty is intreated to keep 
4 3 


46 * all facriligious hands, all i 
o Rirzs, all prophane perſons, all _ 


« and unquiet ſchiſmaticks, all 
<« ticks : Let not the powers of darkneſs 44 
«ther: Let no corrupt air, and no corrupt commu- 

« nication, no bloodſhed, and no unclean 101 


If by the angels of their churches, T0 FRO 
their Biſhops, they have no occaſion to addreſs the 


Almighty for a deputation of them, as their church- 
es are pretty well guarded by them already——-lf 


they mean the angels of Heaven, I cannot ſee what 


ing them centinels over their churches, I think 


they might reſt ſatisfied with the protection of thoſe 
| ſaints and martyrs to whom they are dedicated. 


10 praying to the Almighty, that he wabla fulfer * 
no unquiet ſchiſmaticks, nor miſbelieving hereticks 
to enter their churches, they diſcover a very un- 
chriſtian ſpirit. How do they know but theſe vreteh- 
ed beings might be awakened to a ſenſe of their de- 


plorable condition, were they permitted to attend 


inſtruction. Numbers far gone in theſe damning ſins 
might be reclaimed. But how are they to be reclaim- 
| ed, if they are denied acceſs to the only places, in 
which the orthodox faith is explained and enforced ? © 
This treatment is unkind. Hereticks and ſchiſma-. 


ticks have no great reaſon however to reſent the af- 


_ 
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| them ont of their places of worſhip while living, 1. 


he is implored to receive them into Heaven after 
death. Though our church declares them to be ever- 
laſtingly damned, vet no ſooner are they laid in 


their graves, than - it declares their ſouls to be in 


Heaven, and folemnly returns thanks to God, that 


be nah in great _ taken them to himſelf. 
The prayers for the excluſion of ſchiſmaticks and 


hereticks, alſo contain ſupplications for the excluſi- 


on of the Devil and corrupt air. How the ſtate of 


the atmoſphere, without a miracle, is always to be 
preſerved pure in their churches, when foul around 


' 'thew, is what I cahnot comprehend, and I do not 
learn that God has any where promiſed to perform 
"miracles for this-purpoſe, but if their prayers are 


really heard, I think you ſhould humbly requeſt 
them to conſecrate your private houſes, and even 


"your whole town, for your air is none of the beſt. 


As to the expulſion of devils; this has been claimed 


as a prerogative of conſecration prayers, for time 
immehorial. pon the conſecration of the Panthe- 
on, the devils were obliged to leave it as well as 


its divinities.----By one Sigebert we are informed, 


"7 That the night before the conſecration of à church 


* at Colen, the devils were heard to make à moſt 


* dreadful noiſe, | bitterly complaining, that they 
were to be diſpoſſeſſed nextday by three metropoli- 
© tans, who were to conſecrate their habitation ®*.” 
D pon the authority of Gregory, once an infallible 
| head of the Romiſh church, we are aſſured, that 


upon the conſecration of a church defiled by Arian- 
iſm, the devils that had taken poſſeſſion of it along 


with this hereſy, were heard to fend forth the moſt 
| hideous | 


® Sizeb. A, D. 81. 


ſhine day, and covered it 


(6) "I 
hideous noiſe, the firſt night * ſet up a . 


tiag-in the roof of the houſe, the ſecond it became 
more dreadful, and the third dreadful beyond de- 


ſcription, but of a ſudden the uproar. ceaſed; and 
the devils fled. . A few days after, a cloud from 
Heaven deſcended on the altar, in a very clear ſun 
From this you may 
perceive, that the form of conſecration, according to 
the uſe of the church of Ireland, .bs » NP by pre- 


cedent and example, 


I ſhall make but a ſew remarks more on | the devo- 
tional part of the ſervice. . 


The prayer which the Biſhop offers ſtanding * 


the czmetery, begins with the following addreſs, ** O 


« Almighty God, with whom do live the ſpirits of . 
4 „idem that die in the Lord, grant unto all thy ſer- 
* vants, whoſe bodies ſhall be buried in this dormi- 


40 * tory, that they may ly down with the righteous, | 


* and that their ſouls may be * unto their 


0 fathers i in the boſom of Chriſt, 3 


Tf theſe ſervants in favour of whom this petition | 
is offered, have really beeh true and: faithful ſervants, 
they ſhall be gathered into the boſom of Chriſt, 


= whether their bodies were interred i in their dormito- 


ry or not -I they have not, their being buried in 
theſe dormitories will not ſupply the defect, or 5 | 


of the-leaſt ſervice to them in the other world; for 


their acceptance there, "depends not on the place of 


their burial, but the actions of their lives. The 


idea thrown out in this ſolemn addreſs to God, iy 
8 to inſpire men with comfortable hopes of 


F 3 En their 
v ""* Dialg. i ii, 35. 


1 —— — * 
1 \ for them after death, by the powerful operations 
__ "of conſecrated ground. —-And indeed from the man- 
mer in which this prayer is worded, it is no ea, 

”  . matter todiſcover whether it is intended for the liv- þ 
3 ing or the dead. Biſhop And rews in his prayer © | 
ver the bunial ground, is very plain and intelligible. 1 

| 6 ne gent Lang to ſbew mercy to 


* 


Ar the font the Biſhop thus begins his devotion, W 
O eternal God, fountain of all purity, bleſs and 
oo Fe waters which thou haſt ordained and 
* conftirmed for the wyflical * away of fin.” 


| Where theſe waters are to be found which God 

| hath ordained and conſtituted for the myſtical waſh- 
ing away of fins, I_cannot inform you. But con- 

fidering the need we all have of their purifying vir- 

tues, it would be an act of great humanity in our 

church, to let us know where we might come at 
them; ſo far as I can learn no diſcovery has as yet . 
ann ee den in the Bible. As to thir TY} V 
b. myſtically waſhing away fin, | can ſay as little; only 
* 1 ſuppoſe it is an eaſier way of clearing ſcores with 
Heaven, than by repentance and amendment. But = 
Ils had almoſt forgot, that theſe myſtical waters, are 
2 "_ to be, effeQual i in the caſe, of infants 8 

. Yet 


— 


— 
— 


= | 4 See bis from and to a collefion of Art. 
| Cao, &c. by Sparrow. 
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to bleſs them. Jeſus commanded his diſciples ob- 
| baptize all nations, but gave them no direction 


| has in thoſe latter times, made the diſcoyery.-— 
mand, every where baptized their converts, but 


. inſult was never offered to the majeſty of Hea- 


ſhop prays O eternal God, who in thy infinite 


— al cur charch bur condeltls” wt 


us where we could find them.=-—Our Saviour wits © WG. 
| baptized in the waters of Jordan, but not one word 


from the hiſtory, that they were impregnated with 
myſtical virtues, nor even that John implored God 
where to find this holy water, of which our church 
The diſciples, in obedierice to their maſter's com- 
not one word that the waters they uſed were bleſſed 


and ſanQified, ordained and inſtituted for the myſ- 
tical waſhing away of fin.” To be ſerious, a groſs 
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n, than to implore an infuſion of ſpiritual yir- © 3 


8 into material ſubſtancee-—-Groſs, however, as 

the inſult is, they ſupplicate the Almighty to make 

holy earth, holy water, holy air, the only element 
that remains unholy is fire. They may in time, 

| however, nen this Oy alſo. | 


1 muſt now bring you to the altar, there the Bi- 


— 


* ** Mercy to mankind, didft ſend thy holy Son to be 
© a facrifice for our fins-----Who alſo now fits at _ 


„thy right hand, and upon the heavenly. altar, per- | 


<< petually preſents to thee, the eternal ſacrifice, a 


never ceaſing prayer, be preſent with thy ſervants, 
1 and accept '1 us in the 3 of a, miniſterial 


Tr ER 


© ata, which we' have kumbly beiden bor the - 


W C 6 y; 


* 
X 


„ perforntance of this great miniſtry, and in inke-s 
** tion of Chrift's eternal prieſthood, WG 
* our-duty and his commandment.” * GE 40 | 


I eee 


muſt leave to your own ſagacity to! make out 3 I 


honeſtly confeſs, they are incomprehenſible to me. 
All J can learn from them, is, that their churches 


are furniſhed with altar. Wherein the propriety 


992 


fore they think it incumbent upon them, in imitati- 


altars were deemed to be indiſpenſibly neceſſary, and | 


ar edification of having Altars in the places of chriſ- 
tian ' worſhip may can, I have not penetration 


enough to diſcover. If our clergy borrow the prac- 


tice from the Jewiſh temple, they ought alſo to re- 


member, 'that the Jews offered facriices, if there · 


on of this people, to erect altars, they ought after 


their example, to offer ſacrifices alſo. Might I ha- 
| zard a conjecture, I would derive the altars of our 


reformed epiſcopal churches, from a latter precedent, 


than that of the temple. When the church of Rome 
perceived that the ſacramental bread and wine were, 

by the irreſiſtible power of conſecration, tranſubſtan- 

/ tated into the real body and blood of Chriſt, they | 
concluded, that the fymbolic rite was converted in- 


to a real and proper facrifice.: From this = cal | 


in every church under papal authority, altars were ac- 


_  cordingly erected: It may be thought that amidft 
the eagerneſs and precipitation with which our clergy 


haſtened forward the work of re formation, the impro- 


- priety of altars fotally eſcaped their attention: Or 
that they introduced them on purpoſe to render 
| ow” ee more ny to their popiſh bre- 


thren. 


| %H Deer 58 . ==, . „ 


Gow in deer 'of it. Thoſe of the Romi 
aſſign this ſubſtantial reaſon f 1 
the altar, that the bread and wi which arg at -% 
upon it, are converted into the real body and blood Wc 
of Chriſt, Far be it from me to ſuppoſe that our + 
church hath the leaft faith in any ſuch KS: we 1. 
on of the bread and wine placed upon their altas. 2 
One thing, however, is certain, that the method ap- 8 "= 
* in this form according to the uſg of the - of 
church of Ireland, is nearly the ſame with that 
Which obtains in the church of Rome. What edi- _ 
fication the people are likely to derive from the re- 


ſemblance being kept up, I leave vou to onder. 5 
I will not ume you with 1 . the yariofs 34 2 2 


. Altan, together wich the e . vl 
&c. performed in honor of them, were introduced by _ 
Archbiſhop Laud, under the- reign of the _ 1 
Maxrrx Char. aft. See Neal's Hiſt. Baer HY” Þ 
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"to 5 Jour requeſt, bas = 
| Þ, _— 2 


* Ff Connor = 2 you — — Jan 
e what uſe of this letter you pleaſe. ; 
[INT upon the other ſubject for the preſent, *.. 
1 8 take it 1 - = 
Wall now conclude with the 3% 
* A i e. Speaking of conſi — . F 
„ vit faith he, our Biſhops, would os 
* very N Gt in ek parts of their ſacred fu 1 


5 and however ſacred they make their churches, | a 


Re — themſelves extremely mean.” 
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